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SIERRA LEONE PICKS 

HER OWN ARTISTES 
Artistes who wi 11 represent Sierra •Leone at the forthcoming

2nd \"world Black and African Festival of Arts and •Culture
in Nigeria have been selected.

They were picked at Sierra Le- would provide for the nation a cul­
one·s third National Arts Festival 'tural window through which the
held in Freetown from April 17-26 nation could view its stock of cul­

The National Arts Festival orga- tural forms. 
nised by the Ministry of Tourism Believing that by this way "we 
.and Cultural Affairs witnessed an would be better able to assess 
unprecedented influx of artistes of losses which take place from one 
diverse discipline - dance, drama, generation to the other", he said 
sculpture, painting, pottery, music that such public demonstration of 
etc. the nation's culutral resources, 

In his address, at the opening would lead to improvement of "our 
of the Festival at Victoria Park, assets and the greater endearment 
Freetown, the Minister of Tourism• of our people to our traditional 
and Cultural Affairs, Mr. A. S. way of life." 
Semba Forna, said that the Natio- He continued, "our weaver and 

;c nal Festival of arts and culture carvers, mus1c1ans and dancers, 
11111--------------• painlnters and potters, dramatists 

· �-
f OR THE PRESS 

and writers need our encourage• 
:,. .__ ment to make them contented citi-

zens who would have pride in 
A Press Sub-Committee of FES- their skills and aspire like. any 

TAC ·75 is to be set up soon. other citizen to the hi9hest stand-
The Sub-committeee will look into ards of honour in our society". 

De�:gat�• at the Seminar on �wo sub-themes of the Colloqi,ium - "Pedagogy" and "Mau Media" - held recently at the �u
th

ersMty of lb;:an , _From right; Mr, Dumar Ly, Deputy ExecutiTe Secretary f or Culture at the International Secretariat; 
f
a 

h
er 

S 
Te?g• perTisor for the Colloquium and Dr, Alioune Diop, FestiTal Secretary General. Dr. Diop wu Chainnan

and advica on all aspects of the Concluding the Minister stressed 
coverage of the Festival as they that "there could be no better 
affect newspapers. magazines, news way for us \o demonstrate our 
agencies ant'. other pu,blications. sense of beto,iging to the great 
Membership of this Sub-Committee family of black people than to o t fl! em1nar. 

AFRICAN 
LEADERS 
FOR 
FESTAC 
General Yakubu Gowon, Head 

of the Federal Government of 
Nigeria and Patron of the Festival, 
has expressed the hope that Afri­
can leaders in West Africa will 
attend FESTAC 75. 

General Gowon expressed the 
wish in his speech at the State 
Banquet given in honour of the 
delegates to the first Summit 
Conference of the Economic Com­
munity of West African States 
(ECOWAS) In Lagos on May 28, 
1975. 

The Festival Patron said, ''Your 
Excellencies and Dear Brothers, 
I hope to see you again very soon. 
Indeed, I am looking forward to 
fteing you during the Second 
World Black and African Festival 
of Arts when It may be possible for 
you to find more time, in a much 
more relaxed atmosphere, to see 
more of this country and its people. 

"lt might even be possible, per­
haps, during that period when all 
the people of Africa and a signifi• 
cant cross section of all black peo­
ples will be assembled here in 
Lagos, to consider and even ratify 
the Protocols to be annexed to our 
Treaty of ECOWAS, there&y put­
ting the final seal ·on the docu­
ments embodying our will for 
mutual co-operation and develop­
ment 

will comprise representatives of take ou� indigenous art types to 

A•d f M t• • 

the International a:id Nationa.l Sec- Lagos .and .. juixtapose them with 
I · or .. - ar 1n1que retariats, Nigerian Union of Journa- those of our brothers and sisters 

lists, Nigerian Guild of Editors, Ni- from other black communities of 

d G d I 
gerian. Newspapers Proprietors As- the world"'·· 

an ua e oupe sociation, Foreign News Agencies In his own address, the chairman 
· in Nigeria, the Federal Ministry of of the Publicity Committee, Mr. J. G. 

The Government of the Republic to assist a numbet" of African count- Information and the Ministry of Edowu Hyde hoped the festival 
of Franca has agreed to give full ries, which are members of the External Affairs (lnformatio:, Division) would provide Sierra Leoneans 
asslstan::e to the French Overseas French community, to take part In fl"---------------- opportunity for reverifying and re-
Departments of Martinique and t·he Fes't•,val. It was agreed that H E 1 · suscitating various aspects of the 
G d I C is xce !ency, Brigadier Abba Kyari , I h d I I ua e oupe in the aribbean, to there would be some assistance Military Governor of North C entrai nation s extreme y ric an cu tura 
er.able them to take part fully in f th Bl k . Id l State (Second from right) of Nige ria 

heritage. 
the 2nd World Black and African i�

r 

Fra:ce :;,
c 

en:�'re��:•:: to
r
:�e��- inspe cts the plan of Hote l Durbar laici He was sure, he said, that in the 

Festival of Arts and Culture. The French Government's com-
out for him by Mr. A. Kazim, Highe r face of the· onslaught of organised 

Th Technical Office r of the Fede ral f h is assurance was given to the mitment to present the Exhibition ,Ministry of Works and Housing, Stand- oreign entertainment t ere was a
Festival President, Chief Anthony on the Influence of African Art on ing (right) is Mr, c.c. Hilario, Chie f serious danger that indigenous 
Enahoro, and a delegation of the the Art of Europe was confirmed Reside nt Archite�t of th e Ministry, forms of cultural expression 
International Secretariat during a Kaduna Fie ld Headquarte r. would be stifled. 
four-day visit to France as guests and arrangements were concluded _______ ...,..., _____ "'""4 
of the Government of France. for detailed working sessions to 

The delegation was comprised be held immediately after the visit
of Chief Enahoro; the Secretary; involving the French organisers of 
General, Dr. Alioune Diop; the the Exhibition, th3 Deputy Executive 
International Co-ordinator, Mr. Secretary for Exhibitions, Mr. Wan• 
Frank Pilgrim; the Deputy Execu- Jala, and the Ngerian Exhibition 
tive Secretary for Exhibitions, Mr. Officer for this Exhibition, the world 
T. Wanjala; the Principal Officer to famous sculptor, Mr. Ben 
the Secretary General, Mr. Akintola; Enwonwu. 
Protocol Assistant, Mr. Adolphus Assistance Nwosu and the Secretary to the 
Festival President, Miss Margaret Several other areas In which the 
Ukpong. French Government is prepared to 

Top, level discussions were held give technical assistance were also 
between the delegation and an discussed and further announce­
inter-ministerial committee represen- ments about this will shortly be 
ting the French Ministry of Foreign made ptiblic. 
Affairs, French Ministry of Over- While in France the delegation
seas Co-operation and the Agency took the opportunity to visit for Cultural, Scientific , and Tech- the Cavilam Institute of Languages, 
nical Assistance. in Vichy, where there are about 100 

Also present was Mr. Rabema- Nigerian graduates and undergra­
nanjera, the Deputy Vice Chairman duat'!s taking special courses to 
of the European Zone. enable them to serve as bl-llngual 

The French Government, it was hosts, hostesses and programme 
also revealed, had already agreed presenters during _the Festival. 
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