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NO HOPE FOL SULVIVAL

" PLACK © CULTURE TIX THE

When a traditicnist locks at what is hapicning in African
countries todsy, he will axgrce wi 1 that thorce is no hope for sur-
vival of cur »lacl: cultursc. . It hos unicraone a pericd of transition
lergely due 3¢ the fact thet, it has been un? ible to withstand the
apreal from the now gemiraticn of young men and wonen te heve it re-
laced by the Western Culturc., Ouxr way of life which was tyoical of

African origin has becn ch treoendously. English systens of life
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have had a lot of influence on nost Africans, forc cxanple during the

past decades if a village old worman wanted her house to be thatched,

she could brew soric local becr, and then incitc young nen to coiie and
assist that 0l1d lady, this way c¢f working together, is nc longer
practised in nany countries in the advent of roney. Thoe sane could
pply. if & village nan was attacked by a lion, soon the news reached

the village, all nen in that villesc could get their sypcars and whatever

weapon one had, an? rush in the dircetion where the killer was and hunt

for it, unti cither the nan was discovered, or the killer aninal. This

was previously the way of mutual 1ifc that the fore fathers live, befcere

the dawn of curcrcan civilizati . but thesc

5, matunl woy of living

together, is vwuch honourced in broeech than in chscrvanccoe

Nowh. wys ¢l ren in villages are no longor respected

%

stead, they ore being witeh doctors an® wizards, as people
who have grown ¢l sinly becouse thoy have beer sucking hunan bleod,
This is how we look at the 12 ege in our circles, If en 0ld lady or a

nan is suffering in the villsie or town location, a perscn who is not

related could nct take up tho to assist the sick to take

hin or her tc¢ the hospital.

The old mutual ways of 1lifc which cur forefathors -ractised
have been abruptly broucht to an cnd, the traditional dences which
they orgenizcd in villages arc no longrer done. Many tralitional
custons, have been replaced, anl otherg renoved fronm thoe catalogue of
traditional culturc. Resrect for Thoe amed is nu longer there, tradi-
ticnal narriages have been roplaced hy simple town narringse, respect
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for our traditional chiefs scciis to hake been declined and instea

political rarty branch chairren is ruech vencrated than o traditional chief,



Our African vay of naking pots frorm local clay has becn discouraged

in thec ccurse of tine prcohably by western civilizetion. Curving is now

done for comercisl jurposcs by you an’. wuien and not for the love
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of our culturc, bccause if it was for the . love of cuxr culture
b bl

-

solzen upr curving as en nobby as

educated i1ien an’ wonen, would Linve

sparc tinc cccuraticn.

In our Africer custcl's, -—ar=iofss ¥ere honnourcd 228 ne~body

would narry without tho
custons as Africens cvr forcefeotihcrs paintainc’ that it weos not a
good thing to narry a girl <f noet your tribe and whose clen you do
not know. It is not in our custons %o tarry a girl you nect on the
road, becausc you will ncver kmow whether there was leyprosy in her
fanily or clan. Sonc familics to3 arc inclinced te be light fingered
while cother farilics are pugnicicus ond sone are nendicant, so that
once you rarry a girl whose fanily guffcers fron lepresy, your off-
springs arc likely to suffer froen the same discase, and if you rarry
a girl whosc fanily is pugnieious or riendicant, your children are
likely to follow suite This wes what our traditional forefathers
naintainc’, They alsc raintaincd that narrying a girl of different
tribe necans losing children becatsce there are still scme tribes be-
lieve that children are the Iroperty of a women and not a ran at all.
Therc arc still soic wi en ¥he soon thoy realisce that fhe children
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are working they bring the rarriesge to an end, sc that the wenan renains
alonc and enjoys the fruits fron then. Other wonen unon seeing that

the chil'lren are working they lock for African redicine axnd IHill the
husband s¢ that she rcouains alonc. Soe neon have gone nad through this
unrcligious way, all these arc efton the results of narrying frem diffe-—
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rent tribes, cur forcfathcrs naintaincd,

But nowada&s, this ¢l17 systonr is now obsolcte and hes been
attackcd by Western Civilizaticn so tuch so that it pas beon replaced
by the Westcern type of narrisge with the results that it has given
risc to a lot of imnorality, adultcry, Hrormiscous sex is rifc because
sone girls cone fron hones wherc tiwsce things arc expericnced before
the right tirnc. Intinate rclatirns between the scxes bofere o legal
narriage arc being crnsidered the rroper thing and trial ierriages

outsidce the binding tics of legality cre being alvisced by social reformerse



The right of a boy and ~irl to chaste wirginity until they lcegally
enter intc a clean narriage is boing violateds A hish nwber of narriages

are proving disappointing in ocur tinc,

been unable to weintein

law brcakers, thoy arce now

revﬁrc for their age or

v

such an ecldcr 7 It is a2 natiwnel to sc. eldcers iz freely with

their sons and daughtcrs iy —uhlic —laccs likce bars etec. Governients

also have cncouraged the decline of the African culturc, in that they
have allcwed oldnen and wonen youns nen and wonen to drift to urban

arcas and leave rural arcas with ractically nc rtecnle. Therce are
1

no young nen t: take girls for traditicnal dences, therc are no young

nen to learn how tc make nat, axe hondles, hoe handles, there are no
youhg nen to build M"anatala" for ground nuts and finger rdllet, for

the aged. There arc no young jadics in rural arcas to dance 'ichidelcke!
during the cveing in villages, thoerce are no girls to take the challenge
to help the old woren in drawing wates fron the village stroanse. There

arc no young girls in villages 17 orofuce the high-pitched lauvshters

which attract young nen and nccessitatc hide and secke Tho govern-—
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nent has not contrellced the inflow of rural iasses to towns., Who

can boost cultural activitics now ?

The wind of change has blowa over 1oust of the African countries
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young ren and weinen and the aged have cone to Iowns, a2ll probably have

(-

found it a sharc waste of tiue ¥ stey in villeges for the whele of their

lives. They have all gone t2 towme. All have said "staying in rural

arcas is for the nﬁcd," an thc yows nen and wonen have said like

that "“tuy1n~ in rurel ercas is Tor the aged. VWhy steying

villages where is no cleetricity lights, no tar roads, no intertoinnents.!

They have a2ll gone to big citics, thx all gcne to Luseka, to Lagos,
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to Kitwe, they have gone even to snell town. Yet the goverarncnt have
h

been unable t2 rcalisc the wones.,  H~usces have fallen down,

G ~

Villages have becone hanlets, coven o chief does not nove about najestie
cally as he uscd to do previously, for he now has only & handful of
villagersy, he has becone mere less 1like a trec prebebly fig trece that

had ¢l1 its branches roneved by on axo.



Shanty conpounds have syrung up arcund big cities whero

conditiong are very uncanitery and not £it fir hunar hebitetion

worse still is thie croblon of uncnloyzent those connounls cousc sone

)

of then due to difficudiy in gettiag oy loynent pave teken to erine;

sone killing wran beings as if they arc butchers, vany

have becen i THCY Zave o felt they heve again

gone back to criic, Tor whet eloc czull they <o ? Governeiants have

not rchabilitoe ther, Govorac: cite have

yot further mirce the capcunis. in whiek aged

by governernicents. Girls who heve hec: unfortunate in

in towns heve beconme becr and fobacco addicts s;cnding nost of their

tine lmttcrlng in town strects and ranging conpounds in guest of nale
conpanion fron wheon she could deri a Kwacha to sparc on clcer—~tone
or fnbi tc npaintain her facial beauvty. Beys tec have becoire bar
frequontors an. sone have talken vy plundery as
feigning disciplined young nen during the day tine yet at uight becone
trigger—-stars and rcjoice at scoing the inncecent blood silt, yet

governcnents can nct have thesc coipcun’s dispantled.

Traditicnal chiefs to. who are the living synbols of our con=

tinuity with the »nast culture have also gone western. It is hishly
‘have difficult to find traditviincl rmgic in a palace of a chicf as
was tic casoe in oldewn deyo, The zifts they received if oy o village

hunter killed either a big snirgl v &wll snisal is no longer theres

If a chicf wants sorc fresh cot, ho will e¢itler ~» there perscnally
or sends a wife t7 go and buy soi.c neat frov such an hunter. Chiefs

too arc given to too ruch drinldins dn ublic places, oven Cancing
foreign rusic when he bheconcs ferry in e bar. Their pepulerity and

inportance have dininished, insteal olitical party lcaders have Dorged

impoftant than traditicnal chicfs. Matters arc being settled anicably
by political party officisls no etter at what level of the party, even
a chicf at tines is rcquested to go and give cvidence if he happens to
be involved to a political perty ccernittec. Funny cnough is the fact
that at tires chicefs arc being afroid of a political party branch
chairnan, and he can ecesily be brov beaton into subnissicon by hine

Vhen inpertant visiters go inte rural arcas to visit the people, they

are the traditional rulors

w
)
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arc welconed by narty leadcrs, as
of the people in such arcase The chicf ig porely introduceld to in

the following thonce—



| Branch Chairrman = "This is chicf Kalerbe - Kefyukc Sir I
e Visitor : "Muli Shani ba Chicf ? (How arc you chicf)

What is this cultn“ then ? A1l governoreats all cover the world
perticularly Lfrica shoull noko that chiefs are the traditional rulers
and the custodians of our bHleck culturce They should alse roeicenber that
they can ake laws, or cven lesislate the but as regerds traditional
lavs they can fail becausc svornorcnts arc not the custodisne of the )
traditionel law ond custurs 3 e thisc ari)t}c :nly rconle who can L e

revive our culturce if zovernconts sul—ortct thene

If we look at thc role of thoe inported films we shall also

“observe that films have tlaycl unfailing rolc and rany traditicnists
will agrce with me that Africa in thic next century is likely to becanc
a cultural descrt. Foreign films have seduced the youth of today even .
the young nen and wonen. All what cur culture considercd scerets have
been nade public through cinena, books a lady sexually, filns showing
how to ceres a laly are there, filns showing how to makce love are here
in Africe. It is a shane tc our culturc. Bouks too yhich exdlain all
these things arc there written by sceial reforiers and arc cxposced to
“the public %o read rcgerddess of agc. If & man or wonan who lived a
—century ago hap encd to core and soc thesc films ead bocks, She could
instantly ;ic v a rope an' ropair oo the bush to com:it suicide that
her dignity is nbsaie™., Dut thesce days you will find %7, 0ld nen and

wonen nixcd with thoe youths in cinens halls watching crotic, amative’

and dirty films. How can o drl think that wirginity is iiortent to
her wvhen she can sce a ran ldssing a lay in o filn show T Western
civiliéaticn has had an effcetv on our culturc, it has beeornc western
oriented so rmuch so that, we can not “ractise our culturc indepcadently
without repeatedly referring to westorn civilization. 3Black culture is
being considercd as an hinderance towaris civilization in a countrye
For exanple the young peovlc nowaleys can not repair for an advice of

an cldcr, he or she could prefer consult a bosk or go to western

advisor,

It is difficult toc to¢ finl young nmen and woncen whe can nake
axc handlegjhoc handlcs, or thuse who can tell riddles or sorc traditional

storics, an? very nen ecan net naie leenl trecs czeept mango trec, banana

tree, If tho Tresent ~*wbr ction cair ot nention the nanes of the local
trees, what ncre with the cording gencraticn ? how are they going to know

the right troc for axe-handle-naking P The proverd says "Initi ikula



enpanga® (tho growing trecs becore tho fsrest) how can onc sin;ly know

the werd forcst and can not noae tﬂo trees the t thp forest zhounds in ?

Trediti-nists herc toc will sunport ne vaen T say thet black
culturc has beeorc ccaumerciclised narticularly in tovms cnd this is
again largely duc to inflﬁc:cc <2 the Uesters ~n’ zoverniients. Govern-—
nents have set ur departerents recionsitle fir guiding our traditional
culturc 1n nany countrics. Thcsc heove invited o lot of neople fron
hones to¢ conc tc cities and try their luck in cultural dencing or in
~other cutlural activity, leavin: rurcl areas with n: intercsted personnel
to push forward gulture, particulsrly traditicnal dances, and plays,
and songs, they are herc in tuwn paling a living out of traditional
culture which was forrerly the wey of life as Africans., If personnel
in these cultural departnents arc not paid they will not turn up they

will register their ;rotest that way. .

Cultural activities novw centre around big cities and towns,
and nornally over the week—-ends acitivitics are conducted. Sorc tribes
have conpletely forgetten most »f their culture while others have nothing
to offer t¢ the naticn in fornm of culturc.

01d traticnal dancing grours have disapjycared froi: the cultural
.8cene, for cxarnple in ny area where I cone fron, therc was a popular

dancing trcupe, called 'Barulongwe! oll these have gone Tor--rir and

therc is no sother troupc in the arce to cowlate then, ThC"hé;&Tt of

black-snith nakings of hoes and axes frow retals all have Jisap eared
fron the culturel list. Wb can »now ralie spucars, hics, an’ amges 7
Who can nake hows and arrcus 7 Vierc erc 'insake!', 21l +hcse hove

forever.

These days weﬂ'le can not cat together, drink togcthor, they
say it is ageinst the rulcs £ hysicnc. The only traditicnal culture
-

that scens to continuc attacting jeople is 'dancing'! and curving the

A

latter being a source of inccue % tlh:ose whe have taken up ° this

1

has their occupetion,.

- Handwork in schocls especially Upper prinary schovl is no longer
included in the schcol curriculur: thus naking it irpossiklc for a youth

to know how a nat was nade on which he was slecpinge.

T have, sorie suggestions towards rnaking our culturc survive

therce arc nany nore but these arc the iest intortant oncse
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1.
encouraged in turn they should
ruen -

Arinitin

 should avoid to:.
shbuld encouracc tralit
mtual werking
Africans. They shoul:dl denonk

towards the agcl the infirr

for 2ll these are trcir

between the role of a

2. The governoncnt

to their hor cs oswe01ally the uneniyloyed.

= ﬁ:("x/
nnl activitics such as

in togcthoerness should be

-

Regepet for our tracditional chiefsshould be resitored and

tou

store. their ddgnibty, i.

Chic

H

Cce they

Y fs too

cit yublic placcs.

leancing, singing, and
the basic <f cur life as

arnjlcs of generosity

wouple back

night

: reratriate the

Althsough this systen

nake political gevernenents un popular arong the pesple but it will

be in the interest of sone yeople b0 sec that rural arcas

revived,

Elders rust learn %o

3

the bars for they are the custodians

to look after the fanilics,.

all societies as far as rearing

respect thenselves, they rust dress decen

have resyect for men, this is

exaggeraticn about ite -

Worien being the ost inportont

childrcn is concerned,

ton

have sclf respect and not to frequent

of vur culturc, thcey should learn
weople in

rust lcarn to

tly, scft spoken, and should

within our culture and there is no

4. Governcrent shculd try tc 2o their level best in bringing
an end to the inflow of iig+wried dirty filps vhich have scduced the
youth of today. Borks, toe and Lopular comics which arc crotic should

not be allowed to

De

- dances should also be encouraged 7

Curving shcould

do their best Yin encouraging

6.

Traditicnal ridiles,

encouraged in schocls and shculd

Handwork which was thcere in the foriier

renoved fron thore to give rocn:

indication that this tyvce cf art

Africans

ration shculd be restored,

for culturc by having sone

N CY

clay, spears, Jruns, hoes, axces,

coprer trays only cn the walls

he cnesurasod in villoges,

the

to Westorn Subjects, which

of the itas

uf thedy ?

sell in the country.

tralditicnal
.articularly chicefs and ¢lders should

youns ones to take pariiculer intereste.

Y

orovorbs, story-telling, should be
he included in the school curriculun,

schecel curriculn has been

is a clear

is not suitable for the growing gene—
too should denenstrate their love

as pots nadce froim local

such D
cte. in their heonces and noet hanging

ACLICS o -



Te Schofl chil’ren shoul? alse dcoronstrete their love for
black culturc br cstalisting clubs ot their schoole, such suels as
traditicnal dancgcrs club, Hern’ cralft nelking club, an' 21l thoesc should
compete with cthcr clubs, =t lisfric%, ~revineial cven neticnael lovels,
Traditional songs, debates in local lanuasces at schools gheuld ?
organizcs tc sec whoe can spocl pure 1 cal verascular lansuersc. Painting
of picturcs sh-uld elsc he corzaanized at prizary, sccondery school lcvels,
and thesc to cribrece natural veoctaticn of Africa, locel aunirals, nuntors
boeth, dog hunters, specer hunters, a2l 0 "sc huntcers who usce juns preo-—

ferably rmuzzle loading guns.

8s !'Michelo'! shouldl be denonstrated at district lovel, and
also at certain institutions of lceraning, sc that young rea end wonen,
can sec how our forefathers nicttel the iron frorm which they ade hoes,

axes, spcars, arrows, etc. and how thoy worked on thesc Tron ctals

— i
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and bit then to design into verious forrs <f the wmetals they nceded

by neans of "Inyubza". At the University level this sheuld be csta—

(¢

blished, students herc shiuld be able sce uractically how the netal
was netted in the (furnacc) Muchele, on” how it was geuged to design

R

into hoes, axes, anl spcers cte, t is not

for the University
departients which arc reshonsitle for cutlure t7 carry rescarch into
tribes and how the rigratced int. ;orticuler places cnly, this is
hlstury an’ h s nothinge to Jo witrk black cultur

9., It is also funny te coz ocroess follow Africoans, whe can
not kncw the nancs of the trocs, omors, enge trocs, banana trees,
etce If the rc SCAt generation cnn noet nene fow loecal troecs of their
country, what ricre with the couving soncerationm 2 How arg.they going to
know the nanes of tho trces ? l

.
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