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program for "1990: Remember Malcolm X"

HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE OF MALCOLM X

There are some individuals whose lives burn deep into the psvche
of the people. These are our herces. Heroes are examples of
histprically specific excellence based on the lives and struggles
of a class/community/society. Each generation rediscovers its
heroic past as a form of ideological development, a perscnalized

istorical consciousness. Through these individuals the people
can relive and relearn vital lessons for survival and higher
levels of resistance. O0f course, there are always dangers of
hero worship, and overstating the role of the individual in
history. However, the best of every hero is a seed that can be
planted in all of us, especially the youth. The value of these
historical lessons learned comes from the courage and creativity

required in their contemporary application -- not in mimicry.

Malcolm 1is a model of Black manhood. His life is a text book
fer & new leadership, especially for brothers and sisters from
poor working people who suffer the svstem as victim of a brutal
beast of prey, the homeless, the underclass, the people on "the
lower end," the wretched of the earth. Malcolm is the model of
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leadership for everyone, especially If you are "a field Nigger."

Look for an answer in Malcolm, and you will find a way.



Maleolm is a sign/symbol/slogan of the highest order. His name
is recognized in every AZrican American household. Even though
Malcolm was assassinated on February 21, 1963, the people haven't
forgotten even for one day that he gave his life and has

continued to be our best expression of manhood, of excellence, of

resistance. In the fall of 1965 The Autobiographv of Malcolm X

was published, and through this classic text of social
transformation he was reborn for generations to come. The 25%th
anniversary year of his rebirth is an appropriate time *to
remember Malcolm by taking some. time to utilize his thought and
lifes work, to analyse where we are today, and to hetter

understand our historical choices as we face the 21st century.

The general movements of workers, students, communities, and

peoples of all oppressed nationalities are being called to

dedicate 1990 to REMEMBER MALCOLM X. This general call is belng
initiated by the Malcolm X Work Group, a progressive research
colaboration in Black Studies. Local activities are encouraged,
with special emphasis on the months of February {Assassination
2/21/65) and May (Born §/23/25). A national conference is e eing

planned for Nov 1-2-3-4, 1990 at Borouch of Manhattan Community

College (New York City).

This article is an attempt to provide you with Dbackground

i
information on three questions: What is the historical importance

-

of Malcolm X? Who is the Malcolm X Work Group? What is the



Ty

In general Malcolm went through four (4) basic stages of
development. He was born Malcolm Little in Omaha, Nebraska in
1925, His father was murdered when he was six, and his mother was
forced into a mental breakdown before he was a teenager. After
reform school he went to the east coast and became known as
Detroit Red, a street wise criminal dealing in prostitution,
drugs, and robbery. He served six (6) years in prison where he
got the nickname "Satan." After beginning his religious
transforamation in prison, he became Malcolm X the naticnal
organizer for the Nation of Islaﬁ under the leadership of Elijah
Muhammad. Eventually in 1964, Malcolm X broke away and spent the

last vyear building independent organizations, the Muslim Mosque

Incorporated, and the Organization of Afro-American Unity.

The road traveled by Malcolm X had all of our obstacles, the
ones that are supposed to stop us, the ones the sociologists use
to explain why we are at the bottom. They suggest that the
situation is hopeless. But, we can always Remember Malcolm!
Checks this out: Malcolm had to face the murder of his father by
white racists, dropping out of school, all forms of juvenile
delinguency, broken home and living in a foster home, being a
gang member, and criminal-behavior of all types including dealing
drugs. He turns all of this around including turning prison into

school, and ghetto slum inte community. Unfortunately, the vast
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majority of our peoplé share his éxperience, but fortunately



through him yvou can find an example of how to rebuild your 1life

for struggle, Black liberation and scocial transformation.

In addition to being a model of manhood, Malcoln X was the maln
leader representing the convergence of four radical traditions:
1. Black religion: Malcolm embodied a radical morality, honest
militant rhetoric and a vision of the gcod life based on freedom,
justice, and equality. 2. Black nationalism: He was committed to
the consolidation of community resources, mobilization of the
masses of oppressed and exploited people for empowerment in the
interest af selfdetermination. 3. Panafricanism: Malcolm
understood that the struggle was an international struggle in
which Black people participated as part of the worldwide linkage
of African peoples that extends to all corners of the globe.
This linkage is bonded by culture from within and imposed by
. racism from outside. And, 4. Socialism: Finally, Malcolm was
anti-capitalist and open to the dialogue and debate within and
about_the socialist experiments, especially in Africa, Asia nd

the Caribbean. He embraced radical thinking wherever he found

it.

The convergence of these traditions in Malcolm X go bevond
legitimating the prevailing dogma of each, and together constitue
a dialectical force field of unity. What is created 1s the new
possibility of moving past the ﬁgst to a new ideological

transformation. We are pointed toward a new framework for the



simultaneous understanding of race, nationality, and class.
Malcolm is exciting for the guestions he can help us te raise feor

ocurselves rather than the answers he can give us.

The third major aspect of the histerical importance of Malcolm
X is the decisive impact he had on the movements for liberation
and soclal transformation. His legacy lives on. Malcolm
reestablished Africa as the foundation for Black identity in the

conciousness of the Black masses. In this regard his only peer

would be Bob Marley,

Malcolm X was the inspiration for the advanced forces of the
Black liberation movement of the 1960's to raise their political
level to search for a vanguard in the 1870's and 80's. This
included SNCC, the Black Panther Party, the League of
Revolutionary Black Workers, the Black Workers Congress, the
Congress of African People, the All African Peoples Revolutiocnary
Party, the African Peoples Party, the African Peoples Socialist
Party;rMalcolm X Liberation University, Student Organization for
Black Unity, the National Association of Black Students, Peoples
College, and the African Liberation Support Committee. Every
radical organization rooted in the fight for Black liberation

embraced Malcolm.
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MALCOLM X AND BLACK STUDIES

T» order to deepen our understanding of Malcolm X we formed a
collaborative study group of serious activist/scholars engaged in
research and writing projects on the’ life and activities of
Malcolm X. We have been meeting for four vyears, holding a
research review meeting in the winter, and a public symposium in
New York Citv in the spring. This collective effort is based on
the position that it is possible to rebuild Black studies as an

arm of the Black liberation movement.

The major event of our campaign 1990: Remember Malcolm! will be
an international conference to be held at BMCC Nov 1990. Our
approach to this major event 1is to combine scholarship with
ideological discussion and debate. One day will be devoted to
the presentation and discussion of the recent research of the
Malcolm X Work Group and other Black studies scholars throughout
the country. These scholars will also come from Africa, the
Caribbean, and Europe. A second day will feature leading
activists from sectors of the overall movement +o sum up the
legacy of Malcolm X, and chart future action. This will include
mini-conferences on the struggles of workers, students, women,
communities, and the church. The final dav will be a cultural
celebration of the Black experienc?v its particularity for Black

\\\
people and its universality for the world.



There are sevefal projects by members of the Malcolm X Work
Group that are scheduled for completion by the time of the
conference. James Cone, founder of the Black liberation theclogy
school of thought, is doing a major study comparing Malcolm X
with Martin Luther King. Cone ‘is a Christian minister who
acknowledges <that Malcolm X was the major inspiration for
applying Black power to theology. His work will clarify the King
- Malcolm contradiction as the unity-of-opposites defining the

ideological development of Black people in the 1860's.

William Sales, Harlem based activist and professor of Black
studies, has researched the political activities of Malcolm X in
the last year of his 1life, on the Organization of Afro-American
Unity. This study will explore the contradictions of
revolutionary Black nationalism within the advanced Iimperialist

state of the USA. The main focus is on Malcolm's thought and

practice as a basis for the Black united front.

A third project is being worked on by Preston Wilcox, founder
and director of Afram Associlates and the Malcolm X Lovers
Network. This project will attempt to describe the legacy by
tracing Malcolm through . the naming process. Thoughtout this
country Malcolm's name has been used to remember him, for
buildings, organizations, awards, annual events, and even the
naning of a new child. This legacy%project will reveal a deep

love and respect for Malcolm X, coded rituals that affirm a mass



based consciousness for resistance.

In addition to these studies, the Malcolm X Work Group will
publish reference tools to encourage and assist others in this

campaign to Remember Malcolm in 1990 through serious study and

militant activisnm.

A PROGRAM FOR 1990: REMEMBER MALCOLM

Our program for remembering Malcolm is contained in the following
words: decode, recode, and explode. We want to DECODE, +to
establish what happened and to interpret its meaning in relation
to all other ideas and actions relevant to Black liberation and
social transformation. We want to RECODE, to reconstruct Malcolm
as an ideological, political, and organizational text as a guide
to action. We want to EXPLODE, to nurture and network militant
activists whc shed fear to embrace the Malcolm road. This is a
call for revolutionary reds, Blacks, and greens. This is a call
to remember Malcolm in ideas and actions, not to memorize his
words and/eor to mimic his actions, but teo stand on his shoulders

so we can see farther, and go where he was kept from going, to

maximize our own historical possibilities.

1. The National Study Program: We‘\have a national study guide
L

prepared by the Malcaolm X Work Gfoup for free distribution



{although we will accept donations to reprint the guide when
necessary). The main study task is to read, think about, and
discuss the writings and speeches of Malcolm X. The major text is

the Autobicgraphv of Malcolm X. The major publication of speeches

include Malcolm X Speaks, The Last ‘Speeches, By Anv Means
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scessary, Speaches of Malcolm X at Harvard, Malcolm X on Af=o

American Historv, and Malcolm Speaks to Young People. Every

educational level can utilize these works, and without a doubt

they will excite and motivate students to read, discuss, and

debate.

We need to explore five major guestions:

A. Who are Black people and how should they think about
themselves?

B. Who and what is responsible for the suffering of Black
people over the last several hundred years?

C. Who are the friends and allies of Black people in this
country and throughout the world?

D. What are the goals of the Black liberation movement and

how should these goals be attained?
E. What is to be done now? Where to begin? How to start?
The study of Malcolm X is a useful and progressive peoint of
departure in dealing with these questions. It should be possible

to form study circles on campus, 1Iin the church, in the

neighborheced, in the youth group, and in the union local.

2. The Search for New Leadership: There has been a radical

shift in the nature of Black lea&grship since the 1960's. The

civil rights leadership was independent of the mainstream



pﬁlitical parties and therefore when we talked of the movement,
even when dealing with the mainstream civil rights organizations,
there was some sense of being outside of the "system." However,
now the functional national leadership of Black people is the
Congressional Black caucas, a group operating within the
ideoclogical/political consensus of the US Congress, i.e., the
system. The majority of Black people are outside of the systen,
beaten dbwn and oppressed by it, and they deserve - have. the
right! - to have their own leadership with ideoleogical

assumptions that fundamentally challenge the system to the extent

of wanting to bring it down and replace it with something new and

bettar.

Through the prisnm of Malcolms thought new c¢riteria of
leadership will emerge, and 1if implemented will enable the
movement to replace the house Negro, whether as servant or
elected 1leader (mayor, governor, or even president!) with
democratic community based leadership: of the masses, for the
masses, by the masses. When this leadership ceases to be

community based, or Jjoins a ruling class party, then in the

spirit of Malcolm they must be replaced.

3. The Birth of A New Militant Black Movement: We are calling
for the social and political reproduction of an informed
militancy that can pick up and cafky on from where Malcolm toock

us. This is an ideolagical statement as it reflects being able



to decode, recode and explode on the Malcolm road. The necessary
precondition of this is provided virtually every vyear in these
hard times in every community, the spontanecus fight back against
attack and repression. However, a spontaneous action is

necessary but insufficient as the Malcolm road is a conscious
deliberate path of collective study and organized discipline of
action. The rebuilding of the movement must be a conscious
process of restructuring relationships and nurturing the precious
sparks of revolutionary spirit from the masses. This is a
process that requires that intellectuals renounce their privilege

and truly strive to serve the people. As Charlie Parker played,

Now is the Time!

The choice of the Malcolm road is to push fear aside and dare
to celebrate "the eye of the tiger," to take up the warrior's
cath to avenge past wrongs and fight for a new and better day.
This is a  time when the people of soc many countries are
unleashing new winds of <change, especially the revolutionary
winds of the Intafata, the revolutionary workers and vyouth of
South Africa. This 1is a new day, a day Malcolm would have
welcomed to live. 1Indeed, we do live it and as we do, in 1990,

we REMEMBER MALCOLM!
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