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THE HONORABLE LOUIS

FARRAKHAN

IN A FEW DAYS THE PUBLIC IN THE UNITED STATES
AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WILL BE ABLE TO SEE
A FILM ON THE LIFE AND TIMES OF MALCOIM X, BY
SPIKE LEE.

The desire to produce a movie on' the life of Malcolm X is approximately
25 years old. Nearly all of those who desired to make this film have passed
away including the brother who wrote the first script for this movie titled
‘One Day When [ Was Lost,” by James Baldwin.

Spike Lee has undertaken a great responsibility in making this film for
Malcolm X has been and is many things to many people. My advice to Spike
Lee, when we spoke, was that he should listen to as many of the witnesses
whose lives were touched by Malcolm X’s life and then he must 20 1o
himself and pray and then he must decide the truth of the testimonies of the
witnesses and make the film according to his best understanding of the truth
and life of Malcolm X.

It is clear from our talks that Spike Lee is not a Believer in the Honorable
Elijah Muhammad as a man of Divine or as a Messenger of Allah (God), then,
his perception of the life and times of Malcolm X would of course be
different from those of us whose belief is in the Divinity of the Honorable
Elijaly Mubhapmad, His Mission and His Message.

Spike Lee, though strong i his*commitment to good for our people is not
necessarily classitied as 4 Black Nationalist, so the movie may not necessarily
reflect Maleolm Xs Tife from a Black Nationalist's point of view. However, as
long as Spike Lee is true to himself in his-portrayal of the life of Malcolm X,
realizing that many of us-may- see Malcolm differently, we must respect his
right to portray this brother as he sees him. I believe he has sincerely tried to
make @ movie of epic quality that on the whole will be inspirational to our
people.

Malcolm’s life, in my judgment, was one of the most exemplary lives lived
by a Black person in the 20th Century. What do I mean by this? Malcolm
lived as an orphan in his young life, living in foster homes. Malcolm had
desires 1o be great in this life. He was highly intelligent and even brilliant.
but when he was asked by one of his teachers what he wanted to be when
he matured and he stated that he desired to-become a lawyer the teacher
then proceeded o stick the proverbial “needle” in his brain, by suggesting (o
him that white people would never hire a Black lawyer and his own people
would not trust their matters of law to him, but the teacher thought that he
would make a good carpenter.

According to what L heard ,from Malcolm's lips on that very day, he

decided that itmade No sense 1o Contme i school: So; he left in the eighth
grade to hustle-on the stieet and evenmally-became a criminal. Many 6F our
young T{e:pk: ‘withhopes_ and-asy :,‘.lj‘gm—wﬁne 1o school and had The Honorable Louis Farrakhan
SONESFESERSTTIRC them and in the process have dropped out of school
and are .silli%é‘r mﬁd;ﬁg and walking in a manner-that shows their aimless

Pursk old adage is true, “An idle mind is the devil's workshop.”

Our young people find themselves on the oppesite side of the law in-
dulged in anti-social bebavior. because, in fact society and oft-times parents |
have failed to provide a place and a Riture for our youth, So, today approxi-
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mately 25% of the young people from 18-24 are in
Prison or are in some wiy under a court system
The jails are filled with Black voung people who
are committing vic lent crimes of such HI-L:,UHEH\LL'
that makes even wardens, jailers and penologists
cringe. There has never been a more bloody gen
eration of young people than we have at present
All young people who are suffering from a racist
society can see how Malcolm chose a life of crime
However, when Malcolm heard the teachings of
the Honorable Elijah Muhammad, he began a jour-
ney, which inspired him and opened up his insa-
tiable desire to learn. Malcolm read everything in
the prison library, starting with the dictionary. He
became a master of words, their meaning, and
their root origin. I watched Malcolm handcuff schol-
ars, psychologists, psychiatdsts, theologians and
educators with his brilliant delineation of the prob-
lems of Black people and solutions as taught by
the Honorable Elijah Muhammad. Although he had
great depth in the Bible and the Holy Qur'an
Maleolm was more political than spiritual. So it
was only natural that he would evolve to effect
the political scene of his day and ume, in fact,
there is no discipline that the word of the Honor-
able Elijah Muhammad coming through Malcolm
X did not effect: music, drama, P olitics, literature,
ete. Malcolm effected the thinkers, formulators,
movers and shakers in the Black community and
ultimately in the white community as well

LACK PEOPLE, when they see the movie,

can identify with Malcolm’s rise to promi-

nence. His rise from the grave of ignorance
will put hope in the breast of every Black person
that they too ¢an rise from the mud of civilization
to become great in every field of endeavor. This
will say to Black people that I oo can achieve, if
only I study and apply myself and accept not just
the words of Malcolm but accept the discipline of
the teachings of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad
that he accepted and which he imposed upon his
life

Ultimately there would come a time when
Malcolm X would disagree with his teacher and
depart from the Honorable Elijah Muhammad or
deviate from His teachings, and it is at this point
of disagreement that we the followers of the Hon-
orable Elijah Muhammad take a different view
from that of Spike Lee and many of our National-
ist brothers and sisters.

Malcolm accepted orthodox Islam and made
many transitions in his search for greater and
greater knowledge. This is also exemplary for each
human being. As Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him) said, “We should seek knowledge from
the cradle to the grave.” So as long as we live we
should always be in constant pursuit of knowl-
edge. A person who constantly pursues knowl
edge pursues constant change. The Bible teaches
that. “a wise man-changes-ofter, ‘but a fool svill
not.”

Malcolm's life, from my vantage point, is exem-
plary to me personally. In my last conversation
with Malcolm X, he said to me, “T wish it were
vou being made an example for me rather than
me being made an example for you." I believe
that were it not for the separation of Malcolm
from his teacher, the Honorable Elijah Muham
mad, and our anger with him over this separation
and his charge and our counter charge which
helped to create an environment in which Malcolm
could be assassinated, if not for that example, 1

might not have survived 10 years later in my )
separation from the World Community of. i
D y el vAleiigg

under the direction of ITmam Warith Deen Muham-
mad. If not for my learning from Malcolm's ex-
ample and my response to him I may not have
handled Reverend Jesse Jackson’s unjustified re-
buke of me as well as [ did in 1984 during the
Presidential Campaign. 1 was blessed to go through
these periods of trial without negativity and hostil
ity, which would not have been if I had allowed
others to provoke me

T'his brings me to the core of my intentions for
writing this article. There are many sincere lovers
of Malcolm X who want to see the legacy of
Malcolm X properly represented for the sake of
history and for the sake of our future generations.
There are also enemies of Malcolm, the Nation of
Islam, and enemies of the rise of Black people and
the desire of Black people to link up with Black
people throughout Africa and the world. These
enemies hate the fact that Louis Farrakhan is be-
coming the voice of the humt of our people. They
hate the fact that Allah (God) is putting love in the
hearts of millions of people in America and through-
out the world for Louis Farrakhan, because of my
unyielding and consistent stand on the side of Truth,
Freedom, Justice and Equality for Black people.
The enemies of our know that they have no
living leader, at this time, that has influence with
the people that they can use against the rise of the
Nation of Islam under my leadership. So they have
a vested interest in resurrecting Malcolm X and
making some of his ideas known and popular,
particularly among the youth who are showing
love and affection for this brother who stood with
the Honorable Elijah Mubammad so strongly and
so mightily on behalf of our people.

I am not concerned with the good desires of
Spike Lee and those who truly love Malcolm X, but
I am concerned with the wicked machinations and
evil forees that wish to use Malcolm to create mis-
chief and blood shed in the land. In the Holy
Qurian Sura 113 it reads, ‘1 seck refuge in the Lord
of the dawn, from the evil of that which He has
created.” In some other translations it reads, “from
the mischief of created things.”

Allah (God) gave us His word, but our enemies
have used God's word to create mischief, division
and hatred among the people. Allah (God) gave us
air, land and water and the enemy has corrupted
the air, land and water. Allah (God) created the
atom, but the enemy has used it for destructive
and evil purposes. Allah (God) created hues and
colors in the rocks, earth, flowers and all life, but
the wicked have used color to create mischief and
the shedding of blood.

GAIN. I SAY, I AM NOT CONCERNED
about the sincere desire of Spike Lee to
make a great epic film, nor am I concerned
with those who truly love Malcolm and wish 1o see
his legacy preserved. I am, however, concerned
with the mischief makers and blood shedders who
want to see the new Nation of Islam destroyed.
JHow do they intend to do this? IU's very interest-
ing to me that 300 or more FBI agents working in
espionage activities with Russia and the Soviet Union
will now be reassigned to Urban communities 1o
work among the gangs. For what? Are they respon-
sible for the truce between the Bloods and the
Crips? Are they responsible for the proposed truce
with the gangs in Chicago? 1 don't think so. There
are many in high places who do nort desire 1o see
an end to the gang warfare, drug trade, and drive
by shootings of our young people. They want to
see us fighting and killing each other.
What is the purpose of these agents? Recently in

“Continued on page 26

‘I am not concerned
about the sincere de-
sire of Spike Lee to
make a great epic film,
nor am I concerned
with those who truly
love Malcolm and
wish to see his legacy
preserved. I am con-
cerned with the mis-
chief makers and
blood shedders who
want to see the Nation
of Islam destroyed. . .

The agents are busy.
The wicked are work-
ing to guide the guns
that are now prolifer-
ating in the Black
community against
the only force in the
community for true
reform, cultivation,
nurturing and devel-
opment of the Black
community and that is
the Nation of Islam.’
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