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‘Malcolm X’
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Dirncted by Spike Lea, Based an The
Autolvography of Malcaim X. Aunring
ume: 3 hours, 21 minutes. Clagsifsd
PG-13 {far 2 scene of vicsance, and for
drugs and some larguage). Opening to-
. day o local theaters, £
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ica convinced that there were good
) of peace i all races. Net long
after, in 1965, he was assassinated—

probably by members of the Muslim
gect he had broken with. ]

Engrossing progression
This is an extraordinary life, and P
Spike Lee has told it in an extraordi-
nary film. Like “Gundhbs,” the movie
gains foree as iL moves along; the early
scepes could come from the lives of
many men, hut the later scenes show &
freut original personality coming inte
veis. To understand the stages of §
Malcolm's life is to walk for a time in [
the steps of many African Americans,
and to glimpse where the journey
‘might lead.

Denzel Washington stands at the
center of the film, in o performance of |
enormous breadth. He never seems
uslims B8 tF¥INE for an effect, and yet
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