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OTHER VOICES

WASHINGTON — With the election
(successfully) concluded, we can now
turn our attention to Spike Lee, the

cinematic pamphleteer, and hs re-

Lee’s obligation as a filmmaker — and as a
husinessman — 1s to make a movie that a

school applicant should be favored
over, say, a poor white who has been
even more disadvantaged.

Anyone can see what Lee 1s talking

B e & 3 voiadied viewer can understand regardless of race. about and understand his stated ot
Iew | : : : . : ons. But his 0 On as
el o ‘Makolm  Otherwise, he has failed as an artist and in 1S~ — and, incidentally, as a business-
' ' ' ' man— is to make a movie that a
Lee and his  hands Malcolm X remains a parochial figure. T~ = ¥ derstand regardiess of
studio, Warner S —— race. Otherwise, he has failed as an
gr;lh:,ﬁg,;] rs,_l,f,; Politicians occasionally attempt . whites. Surely, though, that's a gross aruist and In rll;il lt}ands Nﬁﬂmh“ X
has been set Something similar. We are told that  generality — as pernicious, in its own remains anlpamcbla klgllrg,wtose story
down and only a  President George Bush felt he could  way, as the generalization that young 39}?‘33]5“‘; yto dC K8 31111 no Tome‘(:g
mere prefer- not get a fair hearing from Peter black males represent a physical W QSEf S rinal intellectual gro
ence has been Jenmings and Tom Brokaw, among threat. This, we are told, is no reason is of universal interest.
stated. Never- Others, and refused to be interviewed  for a cabdriver, for instance, to reject a Just as clearly, the obhgation of
theless, no mat- by them. This, at least, was the com- potential passenger — and, In many newspapers ar_nd magazines 1s to de-
ter what term is Mon wisdom in my business about a cities, the law forbids it. mpd that their writers be judged as
used — a re- monthagoandit was — for the record In his own mind, Lee may think heis  individuals, not as members of a partic-
quest, a demand — denied by the White House. Still, for  practicing a kind of affirmative action  ilar race, gender or ethnic group. For
the presidential debates, journalists  of the sort sanctioned by law. But heis  too long, blacks have been the victims

were chosen and blackballed for rea-
sons having nothing to do with profes-
sional ability,

But in all of these cases, the select-
ing is done on an individual basis. Lee,
though, is dealing in a whole class of

— a race, in fact — that he
finds unsuitable. He says, reasonably
enough, that blacks probably have a
different, more sympathetic, take on
Malenlm X (the man or the movie) than

not. The selling of a movie (or Spike
Lee himself) can hardly be called na-
tional policy and it’s hard to connect it
to a societal good. On the contrary, he
has inadvertently put his finger on an
aspect of affirmative action that even
its defenders (me, for instance) find
troubling; its preoccupation with race
or ethnicity at the expense of individ-
uality. One may ask, for instance, why a
middle-class, African-American law

French whine, but Bush had no chot

Bush-Jekyll was presidential in private,
even as Bush-Hyde left no stone un-
hurled at Bill Clinton. |

- The details of the breakdown of the
trade talks add some last strokes to the

of exactly the sort of practices Lee is
now advocating. His policy, no matter
how benign his intentions, smacks of
the sort of separatism that Malcolm X
himself was coming to repudiate before
he was killed.

[ will see the movie with an open
mind. That, it seems, is more than
Spike Lee has about me.

Washington Post Wrilers Group

WASHINGTON — Trade wars are  cynicism to new levels, even by French  needs to construct a durable post-Cold . eSS
preferable to the shooting kind. But the  standards. War international order, a task that in the Uruguay Round. Along the way,
looming $1-billion misunderstanding The president, by contrast, has eluded Bush. the Socialists pick up political credit at
over U.S. soybeans and French Chablis  acted with restraint and skill in manag- In the Cold War. the politics of standing wmfﬂ“
is a particularly senseless conflict. It  ing this dispute in the midst of the U.S. ' o ‘

zdo_mtht_r;ademdem- ebcﬁmmmaign.ﬂemoutdme
campaign, even though may have and Japan to contain communism and nrd
been electoral advantage to breaking  thep to make concessions on trade and
off talks, waving the flag and bashing  finance to keep a united anti-Soviet
trade-chenting ~ front. Now the politics of trade wil
Bush continued to play Dr. Jekyllin  gominate the international agenda: Na-
ing as Mr. Hyde on the campaign trail.

dnnwmldmoﬂwe&dualurm




