By Tom Mashberg
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nearly seven months after the worst
urban uprising of the century, Los
Angeles is looking ahead with appre-
hension and exhilaration to the open-
ing tomorrow of “Malcolm X.”

The Spike Lee film offers an eerie commin-
gling of LA's two realities: the fantasia of Holly-
wood and the blood and grit of the inner city.

Its message of empowerment begins with
~ footage of the beating of Rodney King. But that
~ shocking taste of brutality, meted out in the dark
- of night in one of the city's poorest corners,

quickly gives way to the kind of lustrous epie im-
agery only Hollywood can muster,

“It’s important that what Hollywood does so
well offers a message of healing to our city,” said
Michael Preston, chairman of the political science
department at the University of Southern Cali-
fornia. “LA is still very angry. You could say that
the veneer of civility is still very thin here.”

Amid all the film hoopla, one hard truth has
been overlooked: In the city's poorest neighbor-
hoods - South Central, Watts and Crenshaw
Heights - there are only two theaters with nine
screens between them. In the rest of LA County,
there are 65 theaters with about 150 screens.

“It means that the people the film is most in-
tended for have to travel four to six miles to see
it,” said Nelson Bennett, president of Inner City.
~ Cinemas, which manages the two theaters in
- Southern Los Angeles. “This is a problem en-
demic to the i inner aty no place to go for inex-

. 8 ;, _' m will open in five theaters in and
- around Los Angeles. Three are 1,500-seat mega-
- complexes in Westwood, Hollywood and Univer-
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sal City, two are 400-seat cineplexes in Baldwin
Hills, a middle-class black neighborhood. With
emotions raw across the city, Westwood Village,
a neat college town eight miles from the city's
riot-scarred boulevards, has taken pains to pre-
pare for long lines and high spirits.

After meetings with community leaders,
Westwood doubled its police foree to 80,

all got to go see ‘Malcolm X." Gotta go see the
first black Hollvwood superhero on the silver
screen.

Will ‘X’ mark a turning point?

Los Angeles hopes for a healing in Malcolm’s mes sag‘e ol empowerment
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“We wanted to put e ervone on the same
wavelength,” said Barbara J. Stanton. who Orga
nized the peace fair. “Many of these merchants
trom Watts, like myself,
DOUr H]L{ Into their ne 1 ’Ltlmr hoods. ™

arent used to folks

A vear ago, the }H
N & sour atmosp l,;_ re.
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to “Malcolm” for an economic shot in the arm.

“It's a healing film, and we're proud to have it
"-";H*"H hi . g AN HH‘..H_» hlhanh. ore s1dent of
the Westwood Village Association

At the Westwood W aldenbooks “X™ was out.
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},, ing a 3 gold-encrusted X made of styrofoam
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But there were sobering moments.

On the fairground, three black children play-
acted what looked chillingly like the King beat-

ing. Two police officers, one a white man, the oth-

er a ]“v!m*k woman, broke up the scuffle.
‘Bang! Bang!”
“N0, NoO guns, no guns,

.

said Sgt. Rick Kuehn.

“Let me show you something,” he said. Bend-

Ing over, he showed a boy the triple-grasp street

handshake. Patting hands, they waved goodbve,
On the fairground stage, the Watts Rapper

had the crowd laughing with political humor.
“But seriously,” he added seriously. “We've

‘Looks like X stands for Apensive,”

shouted the children, pointing.
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Farrow, under which he could see their 4-
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short-lived. Woody Allen reached an
agreement with his former lover, M

custody battle, but if there was
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CBS News home video,

Malcolm X”
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Malcolm X

“FASCINATING.
POWERFUL.
EPIC.”

- David Ansen,
NEWSWEEK

AN A
Spike Lee’s triumph

s one of the most  §
passionate films ever made.” §

| “TRIUMPHANT. "
SPELLBINDING.

A rousing, full-sized epic.
Denzel Washington gives

the performance of the year.”
- Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE

D.0.0.8.1

One of the decade’s best
-and most important
films. A must-see!”

-~ Arch Campbell,
WRC-TV
WASHINGTON, D.C.

- Owen Gleitberman,

ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY
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B  Great-like JFK and §
. ‘Dances with Wolves'" §
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SIXTY SECOND
PREVIEW
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