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lieve it failed us,” said Murphy, a

billing registrar at LLutheran Gen-

eral Hospital In Park Ridge.
«All that attitude has done is to

’

#l breed a generation of welfare re-

""""""" cipients.’ ' _ ik
Murphy said mainstream civil
rights organizations should see the

Malcolm X renaissance as a public

" 1 indictment of their abilities.
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Martin Luther King Jr. at
t action’’ protests

tered against a civil rights bill.

Malcolm X (right) greets

1964. King had just an'nounced plans for ‘‘direc

if Southern senators filibus

of Malcolm X's new organization suspected that
Muhammad had ordered the assassination. Muham-
mad. who died in 1979, denied involvement. |

During his life as a civil rights leader, Malcolm X
preached black self-help 1In ways considered contro-
versial in his time.

He said welfare made blacks “lazy.” He spoke
scathingly against “integration-mad Negroes.” And,
though widely seen as a violent anarchist, Malcolm X

stressed the importance of voting. SR
Malcolm X gained the most notoriety for his views

about white people.
~ “Our enemy ‘s the white man,” he quoted himself,
according to Haley’s book, as Muhammad’s chief
spokesman giving a typical speech. “When you know
who your enemy 1is, he can no longer keep you
divided and fighting and one brother against the
other. . . . This Caucasian devil slave master does not
want or trust us to leave him, yet when we are among
him, he continues to keep us at the very lowest level
of his society.”

Roderick Watts, an assistant professor of African-
American studies at DePaul University, said African
Americans are now drawn to the candor exhibited In
Malcolm X'’s speeches and writings.

‘_‘Politicians are often concerned with alienating or
agitating certain segments of the population, so they
may not say what they are thinking,” Watts said.
“Malcolm let the chips fall where they may.”

Early in his career with the Nation of Islam,
Malcolm X led caravans of Muslims to Chicago to
hear Muhammad’s speeches at the old Coliseum at
14th Street and Michigan Avenue.

After his death, he remained popular with younger
%fnﬁan Americans, notably in Chicago and New

ork.

When the City Colleges of Chicago decided in 1969
to build a $21 million campus to replace Crane
Community College, 5,000 students and residents
polled wanted to name the college after Malcolm X.
K_mg, who had died a vear earlier, came in second
with 500 votes. The school was completed two years

later bearing \Iz'#olm X’s name.
In 1970, more than 2,500 Chicago high school

South Side's Washington Park to Shabazz Park.

_ predqmimntly white college.

i

students walked out of class to mark Malcolm X’
‘ S
44th birthday. That same year, Chicago black colle-
gians started an effort to change the name of the

Henry Murphy, 27, was only 2 months old whe
gl n

Malcolm X was killed. He lives in a mostly white

northern suburb and has a bachelor’s degree from a

“No one has had the message
that Malcolm had,” he said. “The
[present-day civil richts move-
ment] is viewed by people my age
as a bunch of complacent do-noth-
ings. They can go boycott Revlon
for a few jobs; I don’t care. They
are out of touch. . .. They are part
of the establishment now.”

Long before Malcolm X ap-
proached the popularity his legacy
enjoys today, Sebastion Williams, |
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munity Schools of America on the
West Side, read the late civil
rights leader’s writings. Nearly 10
years ago, he bought a record
album of a Malcolm X speech.
son. Garrett, who is 10 months old,” he
<aid. “I want to tell him about Malcolm X mainly
because he is someone who stood up for something. 1 |
want him to look at those historic black figures and
sav. ‘This brother was on the right track.” ”

The continuing comparisons between the legacies
of Malcolm X and King generate much discussion.

Malcolm X advocated black separatism and didn't
exclude violence as a way for blacks to protect
themselves if attacked by whites. King supported
racial integration and was against protesters striking
back when hit in racial confrontations.

said he be-

College student Benjamin Davis, 21,
lieves most people have unfairly classified Malcolm

¥ as a hatemonger in order to lend credence to
King’s “gentle” civil rights movement.

“But I say Dr. King didn’t represent the interests
of all our people, really,” Davis said. “He taught us
to beg from the government before we were taught to
do for ourselves.”

The irony of the comparisons is that while King
was known for advocating peaceful demonstrations,
those protests frequently drew violence. Demonstra-
tions led by Malcolm X—viewed as a man of
violence—rarely broke into even minor frays.

Ellis Dodson, 68, a retired postal worker from the
Far South Side, is part of a growing group that IS re-
examining views of Malcolm X. Dodson said he was a
supporter of King’s movement and he believes its
methods were the best route for African Americans
at the time. He has watched the Malcolm X resur-
gence with interest.

“I guess you could say I was af raid of Malcolm X,”
said Dodson. “Now 1 wonder if they couldn’t have
worked together.

“On the one hand, the government has gotten
better as far as the way it treated black folk and we
can thank Dr. King. But [Malcolm X], I think, was
saying that blacks should stick together and we
don’t. If we did, we would be in better shape.”

The Rev. Al Sampson, a Chicago minister, was at
King’s side throughout much of the 1960s civil rights
movement but also supported Malcolm X. He said
Malcolm X’s imprint on American society should be
re-examined, but not at the expense of King’s accom-
plishments.

“T think there should be a healthy balance among
our people so they can study both Martin and
Malcolm,” said Sampson, who was one of only two
pastors ordained by King. “There has never been the
kind of tension [between Malcolm X and King] that
a lot of people outside the movement have believed.”

Associated Press

the Capitol in

“T have a

1925 y @2 — May 19: Malcolm Little is born in Omaha, Neb.

1933 }?f
1934 5?;3
1935 ?,;
1936 |
1957 b
1498 ;'§§
1938 iéé
1940 | @

1941

i ] -':
'E*-._u":‘;u ol
- "'\f [y &

MALCOLM X

l.'h

an.. it

1926 Little, a Georgia native.
@ home is burned down, aphwh by racists
i The family moves to East Lansing, Mich.
He believes the nation's 27 mil- 1920 | @
lion African Americans would 3
have been better off embracing 1930 S
Malcolm XS phllt‘ﬁf;lﬂ]yi ¥
“King and the civil rg its move- ey e
ment ,.f“ed on assistance from the Earl Little is murdered, presumably by agangof
oppressor, and that's why 1 be- 4 Wwhites. R
1932 %

. .
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' @1 — Louise Little is committed to a mental Institution.

Malcolm moves to Boston 10 live with an older
half-sister.

. S
L} "

Bar. where he meets a young Redd Foxx and becomes

_[ He moves to New York and works at Small's Paradise
. known as “Detroit Red.”

-
i

.| Malcolm, immersed in the Harlem street scene, gets =
J— addicted to drugs and gambling and becomes a i

1943 | @1 - gun-toting hustler.
Re g —Hels sentenced to 10 years in prison for burglary. S

| _He learns about Elijah Muhammad and the Nation of
Islam while behind bars and sees a vision of the

movement's founder, Wallace D. Fard.

1045 | @)

Malcolm is paroled from prison, goes to Detroit to work |

1956 £ 4 | in afurniture store and becomes active in the Nation of el
. & | Islam, traveling to Chicago to visit Muhammad. - |

1947 |

£ a8 Malcolm changes last name to “X.”
LS Malcolm X is named assistant minister of the nation’s
\_ Detroit Temple No. One. i

B He starts temples in Philadelphia and Boston and then |
1050 3 [ is sent to New York City. - T
Malcolm X marries Betty X. Their first child, Attilah,is |

1953 & born. - i

—_ Nation of Islam becomes nationally known whena 2 4% ¥
1954 £ @3\ documentary, “The Hate That Hate Produced,” IS aired.

osn &8I0 Second daughter, Qubilah, is born.

. |ll~ Maicolm X becomes spokesman for Elijah -« Aiad
o6 & 4/l Muhammad.Third daughter, llyasah,isborn. |

.~ |[ll President John F. Kennedy is assassinated. Malcolm X |
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& allll] tells reporters the killing was a case of the “chickens

coming home to roost” and is silenced by Muhammad. |
Malcolm later explained he meant that the country's =
hate had killed the president. After Malcolm XiS ot

isolated, he begins his own mosque in New York. |

1958 f_“?_

1959 £ @'
Daughter Amilah is born. Malcolm makes a ptigrimage
to Mecca, the Middle East and Africa, and learns that
Africans and Muslims overseas are concernec asors -
= the civil rights quest in America. He changes his name
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Now Warner Bros. marketing
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$250 million box office hit,
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fully planned marketing and public
relations campaign is unlike that
Al }.H’t“\.inu-p movie trom a H“L |

maker. industry executives say.

In part, they say, that is because
“Malcolm X." Hollywood's depiction
of the "“e of the slain black Mushm
leader, \.pt"l_'[{"i_i to be of wide inter
est to audiences of varied races, aj

Llﬂll ilh‘l Miie ;t“k f‘]*-.

Because the film. which opens Nov.
18. cost s0 much to make—334 mi
hon—it basically must be marketed to

everyone. But painstakingly so.

In a highly unusual, multipronged
campaign, Warner Bros. is relying
heavily on promotional chips portray
Malcolm X as a relatively moderate
man in order to attract older people

and whites to the film.

“If people think that the film ‘Mal-
colm X' stands for anger and fists in
the air, it will be harder to market,’
said Joel Wayne, executive vice presi-

dent of advertising at Warner.
While tryving to make whites

Cover No Longer
louts Halev ‘Roots’

An earher front cover of The

which is based on the book.
book I'll ever read.”

. The pubhsher Ballantine, has sold more than
0 million copies since 1973. Sales have grown
sharply since 1988, when 75.000 tﬂpit“i were sold.
l??ll&nl;lne sold 187,000 copies
4 copies in the first six mnmh {f this
alone. The $5.99 paperback is No. e vt
'tué:n'l‘lmeq hg‘a;perbatk best-seller list
antine sold 125,000 copies of a 212 large-
;l; paperback that it issued in February. A new
: hardm_ cover edition, the first since the book was
published in 1964, has sold 55,000 copies.
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fortable seeing the film, Warner Bros.
acknowledges that the success of the

lzruhmgrﬂph% 0]
Malcolm X notes that Malcolm X told his auto-
hu_q:,mph} to Alex Haley, author of

lhe new front cover doesn't mention “Roots. ™
Instead, it refers to Spike Lee's upcoming movie,

a blurb, Lee
proclaims the aumbmgraphy “the most important

“Roots.”
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‘X' opera mixes idioms of Eu-
rope, Africa; Arts & Show
Pullout, Page 5.

iilm depends greatly on its appeal L0
hlacks. Warner 13ros. has il!]dt*l’l.il«t_'l‘l
an extensive public relations campaign
to draw especially young blacks.

[.ast summer, L.ee showed up at the
annual gathering of the National Asso-
ciation of Black Journalists in Detroit,
where he suggested that African
Americans take Nov. 18 off to see the
film on its opening day.

“We have set out to position it as a

movie for everyone,” said Robert G.
Friedman, president of worldwide ad-

Most young black Americans con-
sider Malcolm X a hero, but the ap-
proval rate drops among older blacks,
according to a new poll.

Fight of 10 young black Americans
sy Iht"_\' consider Malcolm X a hero—
even though only a quarter of that age
group—15 to 24—say they know a
great deal about him.

yvear and

Jim Ritter

Denzel Washington plays Malcolm X in the Splke Lee film.

Poll Finds Young Blacks Recall Hero
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vertising at Warner. “We assume the
[ilm will first appe J‘ to adults over 25,

who have more of a klhﬂ.k'lt*dgi‘ of ‘».'Lhﬂ
Malcolm was. But we also have to find
wavs to make the film skew younger.”

One of the nation’s largest black
advertising firms, Uniworld Group,
was brought 1in more than a vear ago
by Warner lﬁm-a to help it figure out
how to reac ﬂﬂtk consumers.

Warner Bros. also developed a study
suide for the film to be sent to history
teachers in urban high schools in the
nation’s top 100 markets.

There are even two soundtracks to
the film: one, aimed at adults, features
period music from the film; the other,
aimed at teens, contains contemporary
popular music from the movie.

In the age group of 25 to 49, nearly
six in 10 black Americans consider
him a hero. But among African Ameri-
cans over the age of 50, only one-third
give him hero status.

The poll, by Newsweek magazine,
queried 501 black Americans last
week, The margin of error 1s plus or
minus 5 percentage points

They called him Mister Tibbs in 1967. And l
later, he was nearly Malcolm X.
Oscar- wmmy actor Sidney Poitier, was
play Malcolm X in an ill-fated 1968 movie
""l‘hc Autobiography of Malcolm X."
But Poitier never agreed to the role and the m

was not launched.

The script, written by Marvin Worth and the late

James Baldwin, is the basis for director Spike lﬂ"
“Malcolm X,” which premieres Nov. 18,

Columbia Pictures mmnd&md
l'uiliur. who was one of the top
10 movie box office attractions
between 1967 and 1969, on the
heels of his portrayal of detective
Virgil Tibbs in the film, "“In the
Heat of the Night.”

Worth said he peddled the pro-
jiect to Columbia Pictures and
Twentieth Century Fox in 1967,
It was one of two hot properties
he owned, the other being the
rights to the life story of another
acid tongue, the late comedian Lenny Bruce.

Worth won the rights to Haley's book in 1967 after
six weeks of m*gullalmnﬁ with lh{‘ author and Mal-
colm X's widow, Betty Shabazz. But Poitier wasn’t
interested and the Columbla deal fell through. Worth
and Baldwin considered other actors for the role
throughout the 1970s.

“One person, Rupert Crosse, died of cancer,”

Worth said. Crosse was nominated for an Academy
Award in 1974 for his role in “The Reivers.”

“But we didn’t pin down exactly who we wanted,”
Worth said. “I felt it would be an unknown [actor]
because there weren't a lot of black movie stars

then

Worth said Baldwin envisioned actor Billy Dee
Williams as Malcolm X.

“Billy was kind of young at the time,” Worth said.
“He was just a kid then.”

Worth said that 10 years ago he again sought a
deal. He said Chicago playwnght David Mamet

expressed interest in the project. Director
[Lumet and comedians Richard Pryor and Eddie

Murphy also unsuccessfully sought to make the

movie fmm Worth and Baldwin's script.
“And then Spike,” Worth said. Worth said Lee’s

three-hour epic, wnh Denzel Washington in the title

role, made the walt worthwhile.
“I'm thrilled,” he said. “If you believe in what

Malcolm said, you know this had to be made. We had

to get it out there ‘by any means necessary.’

Books by and about Malcolm X:
The Autobiography of Malcolm X. As told to Alex qu ~. -?;;_;‘ B
Malcoim X The FBI File. Edited by David Gallen. @~ = -:-'i'
The End of White World Supremacy: Four M

Malcolm X. Edited by Iman Benjamin Karim. L 3‘1 S
Malcolm X The Last Speeches. Edited by Bruce Pﬂ’l’f
The Last Year of Malcolm X, the Evolution of a Hevolu

By George Breitman.

Malicolm X As They Knew Him. By David Gﬂl.

James Baldwin, Maya Angelou, William Kunstler
The Black Book: The True Political Hﬂowphy

Edited by Y. N. Kly.

Malcolm X Speeches at Harvard. Edited by £
TheDeathmdL:feo!mmﬁnX&yPﬂer e
Political Legacy of Malcolm X. By Oba TSI
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By Lee Bey

Sraft Writes
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miering this month
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She was a fnend of Maleolm X
and had a front row seal tor the
last five yYears of his Lile

“Yeu | knew him, aid John
sSOn. i, A south Sile resident
\‘ hr'l’ll“ht‘f t‘otilrnl.r[! LAy L)

town. he would call me | don't
know what Spike Lee has In s

llnrnlrl htll eve I‘.‘Hul"» fht“'tt .li AL
are saving ‘1 knew Maleolm,” but
they didnt.

Johnson. who changed her name
Lo { il'ht‘l'llh N t"nII'H't ht stint

with the Nation of Islam, me! Mal
colm X in New York in 1960. He
let Johnson set up black history
exhibits at Natwon ol lslam events.

And when the t-l";,_lt‘ll."il'lnl‘l
needed a principal tor 1ts Univer
sity of Isiam, then lo¢ ated at S54th
and Greenwood, Malcolm X se-
lected Johnson

Theyv talked often by telephone
hetlween | 960 and \lfi!k”h‘l“-
death in February, 1965, she sand

“He was a rigid pt'ruln.“ she
«aid. “But the things he said dur
ing his time with Eljah Muham
mad. he really felt.”

Johnson said she met with Ma
colm X shortly after his falling
out with Muhammad in 1964,

“He came to Chicago during
that time and was staying at the
l'::'tﬂrfl HHU,‘&P.” :-ihf,' *-.iit{ *“*1here
were a lot of people [in the organi
zation] who were jealous of Mal
colm. [Mubhammad’s] children
were also jealous of Malcolm. But
he dldn't dﬂ 3[1:,'th'”1:__: E'l;_fqliﬂ*nt
[ Muhammad ]."”

Johnson has a collection of pho
tographs and Malcolm X memora
bilia in her home, including an oil

lx'hll'ﬁl*“ W il I gl sty

"lltli"l.{.il'.”
leader that was ---::.E'f--*ml bhetors

\Ll]t'ilt.’ll \

hope they get some of [ Malc
sincerity,”

Christine Johnson, B3, be
friended Malcolm X In

1960

T

1.{“1‘1
But she takes a dim wview |
X items, includ

current Malcolm

% haseball ¢ \PS, 1 -shirts and
kevrings bearing the name or like
ess of her friend

‘“They don't even know whal
Tht‘ "\ ﬁ‘l*'.iﬂ-.r hht' f"nl“i ]Ilt
[movie] has all this hyped up. All
they know about him 18 what
they've heard about him. But |
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By Lee Bey and Jim Ritter
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Re warned: Somebody out there has an 1dea for a

Malcolm X lnu[]lh!’llwh.
And why not? A slew

ers and b 1-~tht“ |ersSeys.

*“1've got mixe ' emotions about some of thﬂl s oul
(California screen-

there.” said Marvin Worth, the
writer and movie producer who owns the rights to
.\!.t1t'! ]I"l .‘\".*-- lllt.t‘ h'llr‘_‘h'

1T hi are the "90s, | guess,
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But while some Chicago area stores and distribu-
there are signs the
Malcolm X fashion trend has peaked.

.\' Jcolm X T-shirts were selling slowly at Mont-
erv Ward in North Riverside in the last week,
though the price was marked down $4, to $9.99.
Dejaiz, a trendy menswear store on the North Side
has stopped selling

tors say sales remain strong,

evell

nd at Water Tower Place,

Malcolm X T-shirts.

One reason for the sales dip may be that the
merchandise has been widely sold for several years,
so most people inclined to own X-wear already have
it. Or perhaps people who have worn Malcolm X gear
just to be trendy are moving on to other fads.

Controversy Still Remains

By Daniel J. Lehmann

Stalf Writer

Malcolm X remains an unre
habilitated hatemonger to seg-
ments of both black and white
America.

His verbal attacks on whites
and endorsement of violence,
when necessary, to rid society of
racism poisoned the well of good-
will, critics say. A change of heart
following a trip to Mecca was too
little, too late, they say.

“Some say if he lived a little
longer, he'd have been as influen-
tial as Martin Luther King [Jr.].
just don't buy that,” said Bettye
D. Wilson, 65, of west suburban
Bellwood. “He turned all these
people around into being as nega-
tive of a person as he was.”

A self-described black Chris-
tian, Wilson said Malcolm X
i\llledled t.:le i;lres ;:;f racial tension

mistrust in the early 1960s
t.he detriment of mtegr};tmn. l;(;
since has been propped up to fill

; l.i "-lil(] “t }11 il l\ }1[ r’*’{""* - "‘JH‘ ~ Il'l

l hf_ I'{:‘ »  SU( h df_"*!H d[}n[’i rOT

someone to look up to, no matter
how bad they

were,’ she said.

The Rev. Grandee Duncan of
New Zion Grove Baptist Church,
1900 W. 64th, and president of the
predominately black Baptist Min-
sters Conference of Chicago and
Vicinity, said: ‘I don’t think he is
accepted as a hero. He stood for
some good things such as self-
respect, but the hate and name-
calling, like ‘blue-eved devils,” was
unacceptable.

“He has never been accepted as
has Martin Luther King, who
spoke with love. Christians cannot
accept hating folks, regardleqa of

where the hate is directed.” he
said.

White detractors say much the
same, but like many blacks are
loathe to do so publicly.

One white Elmwood Park busi-
nessman, a teenager when Mal-
colm X rose to prominence, recalls

the provocative speeches about
whites, racism and black superior-
ity. He also knows of Malcolm X's
Mecca pilgrimage a year before his
assassination during which he said
he realized not all whites were
racists.

“Still, there are such better role
models, such as Martin Luther
King, Ralph Abernathy, Medgar
Evers. These people promoted
change through nonviolent and
noninflammatory ways and not
through hate,” he said.

The words that scared some and
put off others ultimately helped
the nonviolence movement, ac-
cording to Philip Nuden, a soci-
ology professor of racial and eth-
nic diversity at Loyola University.

“The more violence people
think i1s out there, the more pow-
erful the nonviolence message be-
comes. ... Malcolm X embodied
the unbelievable level of frustra-
tion of African Americans, and all
Americans began to pay attention
to it,” Nuden said.

— AR

of items bear his name or
face, including tH[}"- jackets, keyrings, T-shirts, post- mugs

. said.
Malcolm \ LO lhhrunht s and hi nmhurt'tr places. And
don't laugh. We've gotten requests for that, too.”
Maleolm X told writer Alex Haley that he expect-
ith hate after his death. These
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But there's still a huge market for ©
(handlu. and it may get a boost from lh
Spike Lee's “Malcolm X" movie this month. ,_
C urtis Management Group, the India olis-bases
company that controls the rights to
image, said sales of Malcolm X m
calendars and other gear emﬂi
m'r'«'t'fx“ t'll:: pnnphormlh still is s
co
the African American Book Center, 7
Grove. There are hats, buttons, Mﬂ. .
and videos, alon%::ﬂl elgln diffemnt‘r
ogks by amd about the man sed bie meseageo
me o merc controversy. Une
manufacturer sells a T-shirt showing Malcolm ﬂ 1’%4“
one side and a gun and the quote, “By any me

“Just no

necessary” on the other. A s_p .

as likely to be Oak Park and River Forest High m ‘?'“'-:-r- |
that shirt, although the school allows ﬂllﬂl &
X Bhlm _ _",

Merchandise distributor Dean "l‘owmmd |

shirts that he said have positive mum
this Malcolm X quote: “Education is our

the future, for tomorrow belongs to thmo

prepare for it today.”
Townsend, who owns Conscious Wear of 1

suburban Crete, says many kids who wear -
X clothes seem to know little about the m_

than what they've heard in rap songs.
“Unfortunately many of them don't underst
the mgmficance of Malcolm "
“They're wearing it because it's fadm."
Contributmg Newsday

Nation of Islam

The Nation of Islam is an American sect loosely based |
doctrines of the Islamic religion founded in the Middle East.
A central message is that whites are creatures of ﬁﬂ
have denied blacks their rightful place as the m
race. That message also commands African Ame o .

self-sufficient nation.
The Nation’s beginnings usually are trawd to &

named Wallace D. Fard, who tapped as his “messen ﬁ | you
man from Georgia named Eli ah Poole hm ,,, -myst
dlsappearelt;l me‘li93l;im o Elitah 1 &1’&
Poole ¢ name
Chicago angngullt an empire of t.hausmﬁ_ i. 1o
businesses and dozens of bmldmp Mﬂ& ﬁ_
His son, Wallace, took over the organizatio
away from racial dogma and tmnld
19603 Wallace Muhammad lmefw .
been forced out of the Nation, in Maleo '{'-:--‘.
nonreligious black nationalist group. =
The new direction chm y Wallace Mu
1970s and early 1980s angered many of his fathe
a lengthy battle over ﬂlﬂ ' deple
By the mld-lm Mini 4‘ uls
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