CHICAGO SUN-TIMES, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17,

S ——————— - —

. L i e e e e I e R, T g 5T o we T GBS e R T . R -

COMMENTARY

he answer is:

=xes. 1’11 be

there.”

But the answer .»

“No"” (in deuces) if |

am asked to suggest

that black adults take
dny off from work
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l..u‘s cinematic treat-
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Ahsultllt*l) phenomenal. | gave myself
this little quiz, based upon a question asked
several months ago by retiring Supreme
Court Justice Thurgood Marshall. During
an interview, Justice Marshall asked a
question of Malcolm worshippers:

What did Malcolm ever do? Name one
thing he ever did.

So | engaged myself in a recapitulation of

many of the historic confrontations engaged
in by African Americans during my life. |
listed the topics at random as they occurred
to me. 1 asked, “Where was Malcolm or
what did he contribute?”

@ When blacks stood up to violent racist
mobs as they moved out of Jim Crow
ghettos and when blacks went to the high
courts for the right to buy or rent wherever
mham could hve. where was Malcolm?
Amwer I don’t know.

t in the courts and on
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Malcolm X Hype Raises Questions

| don't know.

.\\ hile blacks continually faced death by
Southern lynch mobs and assassins’ bullets
whenever and wherever they demanded the
right to register and vote. Did Malcolm risk
his life alongside our lonely martyrs such as
Medgar Evers”

A. I dont recall any such heroism.
@ One of the greatest gains won by blacks
in this century was the quest for political
empowerment through passage of the Vo-
ting Rights Act of 1964. Was Malcolm one
of the leaders of that struggle?

A. No.
e In 1954, the Supreme Court reversed the
o8-year-old Plessy vs. Ferguson ‘“‘separate-
but-equal” ruling, finally ending legalized
Jim Crow of public places such as schools,
hospitals, parks, rest rooms, auditoriums,
restaurants, railroads, buses, airlines, ho-
tels, auditoriums. Was Malcolm a leader in
that struggle?

A. No.

seeking their rights under the law,
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confronted blacks
was
Malcolm on the front line in such bloody
confrontations”

A. Not to my knowledge.

@ I'hink of any instance when Malcolm
actually mobilized blacks to defy racism or
to draw the line on white violence.

A. I'm thinking hard.

e Was white America really afraid of Mal-
colm X7 Really afraid?

A. I'm thinking hard.

I'm not about to deprecate the impact of
Malcolm X. It is obvious that he did touch
something inside the souls of thousands
upon thousands of serious black mpb.'
But how does Hollywood rate him ahom
some of the umum:ombh giants d Afri-
can American history? Tlmt' vh y I
ing to see Smkes m

e When violent mobs




