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Denzel Washington, a minister’s son, finds

deep significance and satisfaction in playing
the title role in Spike Lee’s ‘Malcolm X’

By JUDY GERSTEL
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IWhite people
haven’t really
dealt woith what

went on
i this country.”

hard! (He < been marrme siee

i‘il{‘{; ) Sy lidiih‘titl ‘ll'ull
<oy they have 'wo small e
dren John David and Katia )

Washingston lost
for this role — about 2 poundas

1< hack So 18 his mousiache
HIS hair 1s Do 5
uratl state Most of o
guring afles
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Conked Lo

colm's in the earhy days
Talking to reporters, the 37
yearold actor keeps the watt
age low and the hd on tghl
Quiescent under a gental bt
guarded surface 1s the spinitu-
ality

magnetism.  intelhgence

Tt "1

and sexiness that explode on

inte Maleaolm X Like 1in

ble vapors ignited by the

touch of fire 1 knew there was
I COuia e 111" Oin .llf'

avs. “But same spirt U
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A MAN IN TRANSITION: i~ Mak
2007 -suited Boston hustier (above
| was fiimmng Securitty on the

Sl wWas provided by members
Natton of Islan We
were always sharing ideas. and
we would have pravers togeth
er and fellowship. he sayvs
Washington 15 the second of
three children of 4 Peateeostal
minister who died st as re

ol 1he

hearsals begtan for “Malcolm
N In & Jot of ways., | did an
mitalion of my own 1athe

when 1t comes 19 preaching.
De savs Tl usec ham as an ex
ample as much as | did Mal

colm. because the cadence ¥
the same -~ build em up
knock em douwn It's an art
form.

The mimsters son grew up

n the racially mixed suburd ol

At VYernon 1 was 11 when
Malcolm was killed. and | dont

remember hearing anvthing
about him,” Washington savs
Alter has divorced

when he was 14 he went away

P Penits

0 a prep school In upsiate
N e York and then o Ford
Bam University. There, he wa
\vereq ln--‘ A et U e and
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amith Spike Lee) 1o a monumeni
running TV senes “SL Else
where.” 1n which he plaved the

low-key Dr. Phillip Chandier

He went on to play African
leader Steve Biko in LRy
Freedom and a jazz musician
m Spike Lees “Mo bBetler
Hues. " For his performance as
o VOUITR soddhier 1in Lilory, he
‘on the 1989 Osecar for Best
Supporting Actor He s made
almost & dozen movies, includ-
ing “Much Ado About Nothing
with Kenneth Branagh. 1o be
released next year

Currently, hes shooling a
picture with Tom Hanks
Philadelphia for red-hot direc-
tor Jonathan Demme (SiHience
of the Lambs ). Washington
plays a conservative. homopho-
bic lawyer who defends a ga)
lawyer with AIDS in a dis
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the titular hero, who goes from 3

Pager 110D

crimmmation sun

Washington 1s known for
urmng down scripts that don't
uphold his standards for por
travals of Afncan-Americans
He's outspoken and angrn
about the treatment ol Afncan
Amenicans in this countn

We haven't really deait with
black people.” he says “"White
people havent really deall
with what went on in this coun-
try We were taught to hate
ourselves because the man
that enslaved us justified what
he was doing by making us less
than human

From the beginning from
the first time he plaved Mal-
colm. and then Biko and the
Cwvil War soldier in “Glory,
Washington has researched in-
tensively the men he portrays,
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learning about their era and
about himselt as an Afrnican
American and a man

Freeman, the actor plaving
Muhammad in the movie, talks
about a pivotal scene where
Malcolm meets the leader of
slam for the first time. When
Malcolm can finally bring him
se*lf 1o look at his dol, the tears
run down his face

Sayvs Freeman, "It was a gn
ing moment. a very full mo
ment for both of us. The
scene, he savs, 1s "a measure ol
Denzel as an actor, an artist.

Washington says the emo
tions that came out In that
scene were not planned. "But |
knew they were right.”

Knight Ridder Newspapers
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Abel Ferrara 18 no stranger 10

the aimighty MPAA_ though
| the fiim maker probably would
| ke 10 be less famiiar with the
LA -based ratings board. Fer-
rara, who successfully fought
the MPAA over the inwtial X rat-
ngs of “Ms. 45" and "Hing of
New
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WIVES JUOENE My MOowes and
will not contest the NC-17 rat-
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