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Malcolm blazed path foro
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x m arks By Howard Manly ~ 1eaving as one of the world's most artie-
GLOBE STAFF late spokesmen on one the world’s most

——— enduring problems - racism.

. - \{}HHII K - \t'urh four decades ago, Faheem Najee Shabazz, 33, is behind
e maln lssue behind the conerete walls of Norfolk pris- those same walls now. Back in 1976, he

on, a troubled young brother named Mal-  said, he was busted for armed robbery and
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colm Little came to learn. assault and battery and receiv .
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' ‘ " Malcolm X later is biographer. the country, he now patte | o
“Well, let's take a look,” she eolm X later told hi hlnpn -;phu, ; Iy W patterns his behavior

Alex Haley, that in prison he studied by after Maleolm's

replied. | . _ : :
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| assistant, and went into the as a nickel-and-dime street hustler and and when he came out he was ready. PRISON, Page 36
back room. There, she counted the number of 2 i

copies of Malcolm X's autobiography on hand yes-

terday morning: Fifteen.

“There are five more out front,” she was sa\ COH]p“ter
ing. “Then we have 19 charged out, one missing,

one considered lost, one on hold, all hardbacks.

. | | v .
Plus the paperbacks.” rO |
“The paperbacks disappear,” another librarian |

added. “They never come back. But that's good.
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At least they're reading 1it, | ]n l.l On
“I'll tell you :étJI]‘It‘lhiHj_" u'-:uu|.” Francine Moore |
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said. “Malcolm’s book is more popular here than |
Michael Jordan's,” d ':

The story of Maleolm’s life was told to Alex Scan a l
Haley, the author of “Roots,” and now there 1s | I
overwhelming interest in the book, especially | o AL |
within the black community, due in large measure | By Bran MeGrory i
Lo "“i]ll|\l Lee's movie, which openi (1 yeste rda | il "_.H : [
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or debate about the dignity of a man or nis 1deas ad )

f bilking nearly a million dollars
in neighborhoods terminally 1l due to municipal

from investors 1n his Braintree con-

difference can only be called progress. . - _
ndifference - 1‘ U5 sulting firm, persuaded a guard
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"lh‘ p | ' , into prison, sparking a scandal that
whose tame ;Htll tortune ¢come rom a gFame and 4 ._ 4

} And his | | has rocked the Pondville Correction A fedunl jury deliberated jusl
sneaker contrac  Was a man. And his life and e |
sneaker contract. He was a ma | HE A al Center, according to sources and a | four hours vesterday before finding
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g " mon. this marks the first known In [
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i | \ i i v stance 1n Massachusetts where a .
*Malecolm resurrected my mind, James |
: . T & Lrulanrd p [(ed a convict witn a com
\\ caver “Illnl Vesteraay. ! met nim over oU yvear \
' : | . \ it :
v when | rented & room trom his aister, ik | e :
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to attend the New England Conservatory. He led Pandville: according tor sans |
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18. didn’t know a soul, saw a “"Room for rent” sign -~ . .11 | i*
: . and ofticials. Pondville 1s a minimun
in the old four-storv red brick bullding at Mass, B e | | |
T teEnore ' security facility and prerelease cen- _t
¢ - and wi mt up SLeps, e ‘ e
and 1remont and Uked rght up the stej | ter that sits in the shadows of thi |
“1 was there about a week when his sister said, e o e PR i
‘ State E}I]h-.ij_', nmi' |IFH-| i
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(yene Walcott, He is Louis Farrakhan now, Mal
colm had just gotten out of jail and I sat there o
so many different days and just hstened to the
man. He had some powerful ideas that completely | R
changed my life. The Y

“Louis didn’t have much to say. He was very
quiet. It was mostly Malcolm. Up till then [ really
had no idea what life was all about. Malcolm
shaped me. He resurrected my mind.”

Weaver spoke while standing just inside the |
door of the Freddie J. Cleaners, Blue Hill Avenue,
Grove Hall, USA. Outside, the sidewalk was a mix
of those working hard to stay even along with
those walking only in order to keep warm,

Unfortunately, there are simply too many f
white adults in this city, country really, with abso-
lutely no connection at all to blacks. No idea of
what it o3 like tu‘bt' black., '?:m trwnflra Who S 3 would lead to a crash as dramatic as
blgck. N0 acquaintances. T\v:-.'vr mind whole cities his rise to success. His low point may
being segregated by race, minds are segregated

hi ave come in 1988 in a New Hamp- |
too, Whites see blacks downtown and odds are h“:‘t come M ; CLEAN SWEEP - Jon lvag‘u clears the sid 7 ! ‘ a G I I

shire hotel room, where he and hs |

woman for the state [}E*I!;H'[lm_ﬂ! of

Correction. “I am unable to com-

ment he investigations or per-

incident adds vet another
strange twist to the unlikely eriminal |
hh{'-llj-. of Tex Hildreth, the obese :
| high school loner and computer
| junkie who shed his weight and his
inhibitions and used his knowledge
of computers to achieve fame and
fortune.

But once he founded his comput-
er company, Massdata Corp., with
its escalating payroll and bustling of- |
fices. he became embroiled in a pat- |
tern of deception and thievery that |

:hm{\ first thought is to protect a handbag or wal- S other both attempted suicide inan | Avenue restaurant last night in Boston's South End. m%
et. We are a nation smoldering in resentment and apparent attempt to escape credi- |  SMOwW was expected to complicate this morning's commute for drive)
you have to be a moron not to regard the issue of tors . R

race as our most important obstacle.

Lee's movie is about that topie. And it is hard
to deseribe how a film has managed to electrify so
many who are normally untouched by so much of

our culture, which is largely packaged by elitist or
greedy whites whose intent is to make money, not | More Metro News

make minds come alive with thought,
“You would be amazed at the number of kids M Hearing: PI}.'moulh youth,
15, charged with manslaugh-

who come in here who cannot even fill out a form

for a library card,” said Jackie Hogan, the librar- ter, will face a hearing to de-

ian at the Grove Hall library. “So | am thrilled termine whether he should be
tried as an adult. Page 58.

; when anyone comes in for books on Maleolm.”

boetif “A lot of the books don't come back,” Charlie |
B Dumping ban: Environmen-

tal officials have to a

| Mae Wilson, an assistant, said with a laugh. “They
ban on the ] of contami-

have been liberated.”
nated sediments near Stellwa-

HILDRETH, Page 37
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“I remember Malcolm,” Bobbie Ashton, an-
other assistant, was saying. “He had red hair and
we called him ‘Detroit Red." | remember he was a
ﬁuhadrmraMhamnmﬂithnmCo-
hmmmmmnhh ;gdmw My

| was Harold
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colm’s path is challenging
his followers at Norfolk prison

B UHISON
Continued from Page 31
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staggenng 23 percent of black males
between the ages of 20 and 29 who
are behind bars, according to gowv-
ernment statistics one of the fastest-
growing segments of America's
black population. Many more young
lack men skirt the 'l‘ﬂﬂl"h‘f of the
cruminal jJustice system.

Though Malcolm's life has be-
come Spike Lee's latest Hollywood
blockbuster and the ubiquitous X al-
most as American as appie e, for
many inmates only one thing stands
out about the man.

He left behind a legacy, Shabazz
saul. a clear --\.mnpk- of how one can
turn a life around in prison through
sheer will

“Just like Maleolm developed Iin
the womb. there are others of us be-
ing formed into that kind of discy-
he sakl. “The people on the
outside should not think that just be-
15 incarcerated,
AS 4 mat-
Lhere are
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“They can look
forward to another
Maleolm real soon.’

FAHEEM NAJEE SHABAZZ
N arfolk 1 wmale

some of those college bovs on the
other side of town. He stood up for
th religion at a Ume when prison of
ficials would not recognize the Na-
ton of Islam as an accepled doctrine
of behefs. Un religious grounds he
demanded a room facng east, to
ward Mecea; refused o eat certain
LYPes of food and also refused o be
inoculated by prison officials

And according to recently re
eased documents from the FBEIL he
mailed a letter on Jan. 29, 1950,
warning, “The tume has come for the
devils o be destroved.”

“Young brothers, !“‘"I'l“t";.l“ﬁ.

those thal are <hould
]llll mory -*:r‘ip!;;uh on what e tiul

Incarceratloed.

us to use our minds. Our neighbor.
hoods are fueled by concepts such as
‘the only way to make #t is by selling
drugs’ That's why 1 like Malcolm.
He didnt come from an vory tower
nstitution. Yet he was ehdk'!mna
people with so-called bachelor’s and |
master degrees.”

Jamaal Iman, 28 is in Norfolk
until at least the year 2002 Conviet-
ed of second-degree murder, he al-
ready has served five vears. His sto-
'Y 15 In some ways typical. He
couldnt find a job when he came to
Hoston from Kingston, Jamaica.

“1 came here with the intent of
carning an honest dollar,” he sakl
“But | wasnt qtu\liﬁml 1o work. So |
had 1o go with what my fmends were
doing and | got esught up in the
mix.

The intent was not o harm any
he saud, but the oulcome wWas
murder.

What has kept Iman going 158 his
helief i Allah and the unwavening
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| look forward to another Malcolm  while he was in |*r‘1-*m Shabazz  principles of the institution’s most
real Soon said. *1 talked to a lot of guys when  renowned alumnus,
Another Malcolm? they first came o prison wndd llu-}
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Norfolk 1s atypical of moslt
American prisons and, in fact, was
|Ml[i'rﬂwl aflter a college CAImipis iy
stead of the medieval-styie prson
that was popular dunng the early
19050s, when it was buiit,

Its lovely, grassy courtyard in
the middle of the quadrangie of dor
mitory-style ST
ousness of some of the cnmes com-
mitted by the men serving ume here.
State Sen. Louis Parkhurst, whose
brainchild the prison was, even don-

sl il tl‘!ll':‘* lhl'

atedd 2500 volumes o start one of

the best jailhouse lLibranes n the
COUnLry.
.\ftrr .\!aimlm'a conviction n

ally was tranferred to Norfolk,
where he served two years, from
15945 to 159654,

He starred on the prison debat-

think that they can't do anything. |
simply say, Malcolm.” He
came in hke a lot of us, caught up In

'l.iﬂih al
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One such brother s Edwin Car
tmr'f-;;u'l,, o4 A ”Httn!l nalive, he was
busted for selling drugs and has al
ready served six years of an 11-vear
sentence. OUnce he has completed his
state time, he faces 22 vears in a fed-
eral prison.

“What is inspiring to me is how
Maleolm came to prison and just
converted his whole lifestyle,” Car-
micheal said, noting that he quit
smoking cigarettes four Vears ago as

al and inmates in [nrumhr “A lut of

“1 believe Maleolm s “l!ll‘t‘ﬂl}' L0
scarch for knowledge throughout his
prison term has really inspired me Lo
reconstruct my behavior,” he sakd

“Malcolm had the ability to
i '?‘;;1;;3:* “! h;ul L nluhl_\ uﬂ.vr hl'
went to Mecea, and saw all sorts of
Mushims, including Cavcasians, o
v that his previous “White man 18
the devil lvm‘hmgh were Wrong.
That pm\wl his sincenty, his purity
of lhirllﬂhl Iman =& s,

Shabazz said he doesn't separate
the work of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. and the civil nights movement
from Malcolm and says that they
were “two spirits emanating from

| 1946 on burglary and firearm . R AT , ,

| rha,.;ﬁ ha 1.;,,“'“.“**,& I . of his transformation in Islam. 0 o n African-American soul.”
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L Charlestown Prisaon, one of lht‘ worst Shglw [llnll'd oul a4 common “{ Ine ,.-,Kh. wanis Lo ﬁmm'
facilities in the country, and eventi- misperception about blacks in gener-  and appeal to the good graces and

merey of an oppressive system.” he
colm, who said things that a ot of
blacks didnt have the courage o
say.
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