5. Time to envision a new world
Let me restate how I summed up Dr. King with a challenge for all
of us here today:
The main meaning of our lives is advanced when we become
conscious men and women who take a moral and political
position in thought and action to confront evil and the structures
of oppression and exploitation faced by Black people, the
American people as a whole, indeed all of humanity on a world
scale.
Brothers and sisters, if Dr. King was what we say, then we can be
what he wanted us to be.
As the Chicago musicians of the AACM say, we are ancient to the
future. The message we want to send to the future is that King
didn’t die, Malcolm didn’t die, the radical Black tradition lives
through each generation as we reproduce the values and thinking
and the action of those who came before us.
Long live the legacy of Dr. King!
Stand tall, Black men and women, and live the legacy!
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Thank you for inviting me to give these remarks. What a
wonderful opportunity, to speak of freedom at a time when we so
desperately need more clarity on the subject.
I was active in the 1960s movement as a member of the Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, serving for a time as
chairperson of its branch here in Chicago. It was my honor to
march with and get to know Dr. King and his many associates
from C.T. Vivian and Ralph Abernathy to right here in Chicago with

Jesse Jackson and Al Sampson. This was a time that helped shaped
me and affirm my life’s purpose. It is a legacy for all of us to learn
from, to be inspired by, and to keep alive for the generations to
come.
My brief remarks will focus on why the legacy of Dr. King is a
dangerous but necessary path to march down if we are to have a
serious reflection on freedom in this land that continues to face
us with a legacy of slavery, exploitation and oppression.
You have a copy of what we called the Black Liberation Month
News that we published 32 years ago on Dr. King. We renamed
Negro History Week to Black Liberation Month to answer the
question “Black history for what?”
The main meaning of Dr. King is that he was a conscious Black
man who took a moral and political position in thought and action
to confront evil and the structures of oppression and exploitation
faced by Black people, the American people as a whole, indeed all
of humanity on a world scale. Let me break that down.
1. A conscious Black man
a. He was a serious student: Morehouse for BA, Boston for
his PhD
b. He was a reader
c. He learned from others
d. He was a teacher
2. A moral and political position
a. Politics without morality becomes opportunism and
pragmatism
b. Forces one to define the meaning of life as both
3. Thought and action
a. Connecting the mind and the body
b. Theory and practice

4. Evil and the structures of oppression and exploitation
a. Strategy for revolutionary transformation – fighting evil
b. Tactical struggle to transform the world one step at a time
5. Black people, American people and all of humanity
a. There is a Black particularity
b. We represent universal values
So let me repeat my summation: The main meaning of Dr. King is
that he was a conscious Black man who took a moral and political
position in thought and action to confront evil and the structures
of oppression and exploitation faced by Black people, the
American people as a whole, indeed all of humanity on a world
scale.
Let me now turn to us.
These are the same five challenges we face today:
1. Being conscious
a. Fight ignorance and yes “fake news” and “alternative
facts”
b. Stand on the radical Black tradition, Black intellectual
history
2. Aligning our moral values with our political understanding
a. Form of democracy is used to cover over evil
b. Time to call out what’s wrong
3. Activism is the way to change the world
a. We have history here in Chicago – school boycotts, Harold
Washington
b. Time to get rid of Trumpism
4. Time to think beyond capitalism
a. Technology and the end of work
b. Time to share the abundance

