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Malcolm X is being discovered and debated in every major urban

center in the world, especially-among :youth ‘and students, and . in
radical political discourse. This radical gloBal ‘experience has to = . ,
be compared to the impact of the Black Panther ‘Party. (USA), -Bob .

Marley (Caribbean), or Stephen Bikq. (Afgi¢a) because all three made

world wide jimpact on'a’generation.of ;youth by infIuencing their *

political culture. ' Thére is mo:doubt that Black radicaldsm has =

found legitimacy' eveérywhere:-inithe, world .;"_ " 'But, - this ‘exists.as a

~

dynamic process ' in ‘Which:-thévre :iswide ranging polemical debate. ..

'It. has been.ny Unigie position to be, at the heart of a great

deal of:-the-1990's Malcélm :X debates, ih the USA as' well.:as in .

Europe. .I.was an ‘activist in the 1960's, and whs" part .of the

immediate  Malcolm X' ’Iégacy* ‘'of Bldck: power, especially in Black

culture and ‘Bla’égf'-;sf.u&_‘i'ég'éfxﬁ.aI’n.rs-198‘5' I wréte the Peoples -College .
Black Liberation® Morith ' Newd ' edition, on Malcol¥m X ‘that -has; .an

international distributioniof:over 75,000.  'By 1990 we held:a major,
international confétrende’ “Malcelm X: -Radical Tradition and A-Legagy

of Struggle" | to’ 'whi¢h ‘éver 2,000 peogle- came, - inclyding,

« .
2

participants . from Ni eria, Tanzania, . South -Africa, sEngland,. ;, -

Germany,  Trihidad, “dfd. Puerto;.;Rico, . adong ‘- others:.. - .. (See .
erspectives on_B ackL eration..-a Socig R_d'-i:-‘w‘rqlutiom, s21st’
entury Books, 1991) R
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In the USA Malcolm X -cériti"nu‘ed__- to, d'r.aw. the ideéiogical focus
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of all strands of radicalism::Black Liberation’Theclogy: from. Islam

.

to Christianity, Marxism;Black :Nationalisi,' Pandfricanism, ;ang ..~ °
forms ‘of Black ‘Femi“niSm]W’oman-:i-rsm%:u This"~ ei{pl_o‘déd‘"‘{duri'ﬂg-e:t‘hé“;:&?ﬂ13;'(\

1992 build up to the release of. the. ‘,spixé',fr;:eé’iatiiiﬁ;..z.afzthl,lmqé.d’

extravaganza billed as a‘radical:and honest portrayat of.Malcglm X..
: . n p 3 m* J L
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Malcolm .X (1925 '=-1965) ' was, a..leaderfteachér-of: dmmense

significance because of his: impacton the pglitiddl ideology of the .
Y S [RR-T ‘?q : * X et

Black liberation movemeént, d11-aspacts -of.

X was. the . Iink betweeiil-‘the ‘international’ strugg¥e’ and . -Black 4

militants in.the USA. ' Not. only'did, he poj
Black people in the USA'to Yeunite with’thé Af¥icHn Yevolu
he also taught the rélévanceof.China,. Viethgh, "4ndcCuba.r;. ¢

o
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Fundamentally, ‘'the movie :by.:-Spike' Lee* f&7m, Bfun filled®’ '
reductionist exercise “ir 'mainstreaming, Malcolm:XS The -£irst-half ,
of the film is a caricature of Detroit Red; Ma¥éoIm X's experienge .

‘¢ “ . . - L ; a LI §
as a Black gangster: ' This iis. overdone - And' e ‘exaggeration .
belittles the cultural &xperience .of: the ‘,fm’;i;if‘ster- 'ds & copl,and.
dignified working class . Black.::-negatjqn . 6f" dblonfial ~("white")

assimilationist policy: “FurtHer,ybecanse’he’ explains Malgolm X! 8.
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identity as' a Black ‘Gutsideridn, terms. of, hi’g“*’pﬁilﬂﬁbbd;.ﬁptik_e_ Lee .

buys into a "pop Freudianireductionisn! rather tHah'presents us with . -

a straight up confrontidtisn with p.a,ci_,s_x‘n'.;égqﬁf ‘c.‘“idé{SS ‘explpitbation.in. . -
Ly, o o) 3 g he .. S IS

the Harlem Malcolm X knew directly. -, )

We get Malcolm X a& am antjrracist militant and as a devout
muslim. We get race dnd religion byt ye do'not get radicaliem, .,

The first time you'hea# the vword revolutjan s ' oy
sings their song after the movia-is qve;j.,,wdé'r}évei'lsee Malcolnm X
ooy g
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s when . the’ rap QYoyp .
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it.’ 'FirtHermorae; :Malgcolm, .

Af¥icH ;:{!va'lutinm but; .,



locate our struggle in the context of"wprld revolution, not hear

him praise his contemporaries like Mao, Castro, Che, or Lumumba.
My reaction was even more. extreme-after seeing the movie for a
second time. I was outraged that once again we had been suckered
by this film hustler who hawks his wares by misrepresenting himself
as a reflection of our outrage. - UL > AT I AL S

So, I brought this approach to the 'film _as part:of a lecture
tour that involved four countries,” NBifw,ay.“, ' Sweden, Belgium, ' and
England. The main sponsors of my t;p_yuxj:-:,,'werev the ‘Interhational’
Conference Committee for.the 11th Radical Black- and ‘Third"World
1.the 'Movement. for- Justice

Book Fair, the Workers Party of ‘Belgium

in Africa, and the Workers: Conlmunity "Pa Ly _of: Norway. .| This
reflects. the diversity.of intetest’in Malcolm X. . .» izt 7% %7

In Europe the most heated -aspect: of "the,debate _;t=pa’é,;iirélam,.

Partly reflecting the .rapid spread of Islam in, Europe through'waves
of immigratidn;fromlthe;uiddle East, Paki§tan,anxkey,xniqergat_and_’
other Islamic countries .there is .a .¢lose..gonnection7'bétween

immigrant communities and. religious “'confljck.. /1This  ‘has'’ been

polemicized by the Rushdie. affair; the Gulf War, and now the
bombing of the World Trade Center in New York.... .. worEA . v

The hard line Islamicg position was, that khiﬁ;'g’re;atnesgz shoul‘d}.

be" mainly attributed to his Muslim beliefs and discipline. '
Therefore, if one is interested in ‘Malcolm %., then; .one should be
interested in and convert to Islam. Thé' 'Spike. Lee film seems to’

buttress this position by interpreting'the’ last .year, of ,'Ma"_;!.l_g:olm X's'

life in terms of Islam, especially the his Hajj. . | .
I argued that Malcolm X . .came to emphagizeg, - .politids  over

ideology. He changed his own-views based . on his _poBitical -
involvement whereas in: the’ past he: had heen,as .t ideologitari: -

A

dogmatist not .impacted by,:-politica—l‘déw}élg‘_em Bta-and histpryitirn

fact to emphasize the pdélitics of ‘cooperatio andopelititaliahity
he had argued that each of ‘us should put, dur Rectavianureligibis

beliefs "in the closet" and united on Wh‘at,%gﬁcskévpgd; dne comm@w_m«

The underlying philosophical issye Qﬁ?‘?,ﬁ&:@e ou{, dwamatically’
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stood and said that I failed to--understand wWh¥. his- préwdleding

religion was so important,.:#nd © gave ' an -example - £or *Tmy

consideration. He asked,: if.iyéu  are 3'19$}: and, iselated 3n the
middle of the desert, the first quéstion 'yYou would; ask -is "where do

I come from? Who am I?" My reply was, "No, my,brother,: the: first’

question I would ask would bé where ean I.get a drink of wdter?"

Malcolm X understood that' the politics of unity had to he:based on

¥

a materialist approach to:the coﬂcrét‘e;feé’lltl,es of . Jifé. exPhése”
who are oppressed need to unite dgainst th'cés;g,yfgq,_,-enploit;l_c"" L

But in this analysis we stilk have:thé d: 4
nationalism to be grappled yith. The -"riseﬂoftx.qq;},smagmd fasdigm in

Europe is galloping along: af ancadathing 'i"c‘i,'{;g? .on the ideolbgical”

A

lalectic of racismangd’

level and in terms of murderousrphysicai dttack,., This-td& foktihg.

1

many Black and immigrant youthsiintonarroéw nationalist positions -

because, they have not heen politicized with a radical political
culture. ‘ Sa L e e S
In Belgium this has taken: the“ form of a. call for "“self
organization" within the immigrant ‘comiunity. It is clear that
this is a legitimate spontaneous impulsé,: for people to organize ‘in
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in the forum held in Sheffield; Fheand.' A young Muslim militant -
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their own communities and fight back. However, the nature of the
fight will depend on how two issues are dealt with: 1. which class
forces are in control? and 2. what coalitions are built to win the
fight? :
In Belgium, the critical debate concerns the so-called
immigrant youth from Morocco. It is strange that even if someone
is born in Belgium but has parents born in Morocco they are called
immigrant youth. These youth are marginalized socially, and face
severe economic hardship. If they organize. and.: fight back against
police brutality and all other forms of  racist oppression, then
they will reach out to the militant fighters and democratic loving
people in Belgium to unite on a broader basis to wage a-victorious
struggle against the Belgiumlstg;a<and~ru}§rs,A ‘But, if "self
organization" means focusing mainly on'ones cultural, idehtity, and
trying to incorporate the<éngireJimmigrant;cqmmgnity, then the
leadership will be seized. by theﬁreligipus.egg;ggsapq:q&tﬁed.&nto.
f struggle. | B

a conservative opportunist travesty o .

In the overall democratic-movement. in Belgjum there.are two
lines and two major organizinqreffprtsrqver;tpg_queﬁgganofféqual
rights. The Trotskyites\unite‘with.thgvnq;ggw,nat;gna;is;s“th
argue that the fight-is for citizenship, but that the immigrant
community should maintain. its own nationality. ag a matter. of law,
However, Belgium law is written-inftepm§iqﬁfnétiqqali§¥.and’hdt
citizenship, and more profound: as. long as. Belgium nationality is
rooted in racial homogeneity then the legal basis for racism and
fascism will be forever present. The position that upholds™ a
consistent democracy- would grant automatic ‘nationai'ity -“(and
therefore citizenship) after 5 years of residence, or upon birth a
person with immigrant parents would automatically “Rave ' dual
nationality. : ' B poo ARy o

This debate emerged in, Manchester. Englapd, &g Wéll.
Afrocentric militants demanded; that, Proclaiminglignes N ¥african"
identity be regarded as an ideolggical Litmus!. tesfli/for ones
authenticity. They are idealists who. ynite with the, fan without
water in the desert, and: therefQre are ideologically dangerous at
a time when Black peoplgﬂare,unde-a;taqk;gp;q¢g§ejso¢iéﬁ&éSftnat
are in crisis. S T RV R A ~ R L N

Manchester has &*ldfgéfaﬁédgQ£_prbiep§§;cal;@@mthg?M9$s Side
Estates. This is a low*ig¢§me”communitxgatyggkedfby-d%?g‘dé&lef@,
gangsters, and all kinds" of violence. .. The, people 'heré regard
themselves variously as' Afro=Caribbean, Black:British,'Africans of
all kinds, Asians of all kinds, and some den't, care. 'Whilé at one
point Malcolm X would have lectured them;on.identity, after:he l&ft
the narrow dogmatic?secyudffthe?ﬁétgqn"pf'Igﬂamﬁihe would have
concentrated on uniting tﬁé’people]ggqqqd¢t§e§r»commpnﬂprbblgms and
not emphasized abstract beliefs thag}wqulngiyidgmthem. R

My overall month lonyg tour ended during the 11th Intérnational
Book Fair of Radical Black and, Third World Bogks.: ' Here the
contradiction changed ‘from those  ‘within Europe to ‘the debate
between African Americans wheh‘they_venture'out to engage in an
international discourse. We almost always find out that the UsA
forces people to think that a conservative discourse ruled by the
threat of right wing terrror is normal, and therefore people think
that to be liberal is to be radical. Its understandable if you
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keep in mind that peopl%“Phink in their own context.

The forum on Malcolm X was at the University of London , With
the radical dub poet Linton Kwesi Johnson as the chairperson, with
two speakers, June Jordan and myself. Linton ran down his
connection to Malcolm X, especially his involvement in the British
version of the Black Panther Party. I ran my rap, and June ran
hers. We differed on several issues, but mainly two stood out: on
Black leadership she positioned herself with the Congressional
Black caucus and I dug in with the Up and out of Poverty Movement;
on South African Leadership she gave almost uncritical support for
Nelson Mandela while I insisted that Malcolm X's link was through
Biko, and that all revolutionary leadership required criticism.

This brought forth a host of comments and questions, and
several points became clear: 1. the Black movement in the USA has
a special role to play, and therefore more analysis must be
popularized from a revolutionary perspective because people simply
do not understand the development of the revolutionary forces that
have continued the legacy of Malcolm X (for some information
contact The Peoples Tribune, P.0. Box 3524, Chicago, I1lindis USA
phone 312-486-3552); 2. revolutionary intellectuals® have to .
intensify their critical commentary on politics and culture because -
this discourse is being dominated by liberals disguised as credible
radicals; and 3. the cultural innovations of the youth, especially
rap music must enter into the cultural and political life of all
revolutionary forces so that their debate is our debate and
together we can define the line of march and political voice of the
dispossessed and exploited.

The 1990 Malcolm X European Debates will continue as they do
in the USA. We need to have a summation of the debates in Africa
and the Caribbean. We need active debate and the forging of plans
of action to carry forth the revolutionary legacy . that Malcolm X
was part of building. Now is the time, brothers and ‘sisters, now
is the time! A




